n by many super- 
e, (See Superstrrion.) 
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August 2003 | : 


19TH ANNOGAL 
EDMONTON 
INNER CITY 
BARBECOE 


The local community, charitable organisations, police and 
firefighters came together for an afternoon of fun in the 
sun, great local music and free barbecued hot dogs and 
hamburgers for everyone on July 18th, 2003. 
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THE WORD 


Consumerism & Spirituality - 
Never the Twain Shall Meet 


s there any situation in life where a 

Simpsons analogy can't be used? | 

think it is fair to say that a high per- 

centage of people will get the reference 
if you relate almost any situation to a 
Simpsons episode. Why is this? Largely, it is 
because as a society we know more about 
the Simpsons than we do about any other 
given topic. We are so immersed in popu- 
lar culture that it's hard to imagine what 
we referenced before TV. 

How can "Do unto others" and con- 
cepts of collecting rewards in the afterlife 
compete with "gimme, gimme, gimme" 
and concepts promoting instant gratifica- 
tion? Why wait when you can buy crap 
you don't need right away? 

This has made our societal outlook 
increasingly self-centred. This is not to say 
that everyone is selfish, stupid, easily- 
duped or more naive than we were before 
the advent of the mass media; rather, there 
is a creeping acceptance of making oneself 
top priority, not when it is actually 
deserved, but right now. 

_ The culture indust 
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making them fit into the mould of accept- 
ed parameters. What we are accustomed 


language, ideas and fashions 
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real 


concern 


to accepting as an understandable context 
are these parameters that make up the 
reality presented to us. 

Manufacturers of goods, services, ideas 
and information will not stay in business if 
they do not have a reasonable turnover. 
This is because these things have devel- 
oped into industries in their own right, not 
because we need new products every few 
months. Desire is created, becomes rabidly 
competitive and makes our aspirations 
fickle and ever-changing as it suits indus- 
try. 
How is it that churches and other 
places of worship manage to stay afloat in 
a world where the media is so overwhelm- 
ingly influential? Is our spirituality being 
superseded by an implanted desire to 
shop? If this is not entirely true, then can 
we assume that there exists an inherent 
need for spirituality? Most cultures seem to 
remain quite strongly spiritual in nature. 
Let us not confuse certain instances of 
dwindling church attendance with lack- 
ings in spirituality, that would be presump- 
tuous. 


lesire that needs to be quench d as we 
mature? Perhaps our youth (the principle 
demographic for PR & marketing agen- 
cies) do not have the patience to engage 


our finger on what the real influence is? 


their spiritual side. After all, television has 
trained our attention spans to function for 
milliseconds at a time, not the longer 
blocks of time necessary to reflect upon 
how we are living, how our actions affect 
others and where we find meaning in our 
"blink of an eye" existence. 

So, since the media is such an 
omnipresent force in our lives, how wor- 
ried should we be about its influence? 
Surely, the problem is not that we cannot 
think for ourselves, but that most of our 
options and choices are seemingly pack- 
aged and presented to us through mass 
media sources. Popular culture writes the 
context of our expression. We can write in 
the book, but it's their book. 

Popular culture is pervasive, but is it 
malicious? Not exactly. It has no moral 
scope at all. Its only restrictions are con- 
tained by what is unacceptable to advertis- 
ing executives. Moral parameters set by ad 
execs you say? That cannot be good. 

If spirituality is no longer the only 
guiding force of the masses, can we put 


people” and it does not entirely represent 


! author, n 
form and no locus of responsibility when 
something goes wrong. 


the ad execs either. It has no 
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Perhaps a better question is: How 
much guidance do we actually need as a 
society? Spirituality is an internal thing. 
No one can dictate your understanding of 
spirituality to you. The trouble with having 
your understanding of the world informed 
almost solely by the media is its incoherent 
message. Major religions all have at least 
one thing in common; a clear, consistent, 
positive message about how to be a good 
person. 

What do we learn from watching the 
six o'clock news? We learn that we are in 
constant danger of being shot; having our 
home invaded by bloodthirsty miscreants 
and that we could be carjacked at any 
moment by a desperate crack addict. If 
someone flew into North America from 
one of the rare places in the world that has 
managed to remain unaffected by global- 
ization; they would sit down in a comfy 
chair, turn on the TV, watch Jerry Springer 
for several minutes, then head back to the 
airport, pining all the while for the relative 
sanity of his/her homeland. The public 
needs to know about violence in society, 


ed these elements on TV. If the wor! 
ks on TV, it would be 
visable to leave the confines of your house 
at all. The only thing this accomplishes is 
the creation of fear and an over-simplifica- 
tion of societal ills. 

Spirituality is central to many people's 
lives for a good reason. No matter which 
religion or spiritual way of life you ascribe 
to, it will consistently guide you along a 
moral path that will lead you away from 
the dark side. The only thing worse than 
being manipulated is letting it continue 
once you know it's happening. 
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- Warren Bjarnason 
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Letter in The Times signed by a number of Oxford 
and Cambridge dons, 1914. 


regard Germany as a nation 

leading the way in the Arts and 

Sciences, and we have all learnt 

and are learning from German 

scholars. War upon her in the interests of Serbia 
and Russia will be a sin against civilization 


unforesi en 4 


‘i, ae Thus 


..We consider ourselves justified in prote ie 
against being drawn into the s truggle with « 
nation so near akin to our own, and with 
whom we have so much in common. 


August 6 


Colonel Tibbetts, USAAF, drops the first atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima, 1945. 


he problem after the release of 

the bomb is not to proceed for- 

ward but to turn away. 

as the weight had left the aero- 
plane I immediately went into this steep 
turn and we tried then to place distance 
between ourselves and the point of 
impact. In this particular case that 
bomb took fifty-three seconds from the 
time it left the aeroplane until it 
exploded and this gave us adequate 
time of course to make the turn. We had 
just made the turn and rolled out on 
level flight when it seemed like some- 
body had grabbed a hold of my aero- 
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real hard shaking 
that 
had come up. Now after we had been 
hit by a second shock wave not quite so 
strong as the first one I decided we'll 
turn around and go back and take a 
look. The day was clear when we 
dropped that bomb, it was a clear sun- 
shiny day and the visibility was unre- 
stricted. As we came back around again 
facing the direction of Hiroshima we 
saw this cloud coming up. 
this time, now two minutes old, was up 
at our altitude. We were 33,000 feet at 
this time and the cloud was up there 
and continuing to go right on up ina 
boiling fashion, as if it was rolling and 
boiling. The surface was nothing but a 
black boiling, like a barrel of tar. Where 
before there had been a city with dis- 
tinctive houses, buildings and every- 
thing that you could see from our allti- 
tude, now you couldn't see anything 
except a black boiling debris down 
below. 


pl ane and gave ita 
because this was the shock wave 


The cloud by 


n behalf of the Police Conduct 
Committee of the Criminal Trial 
Lawyers’ Association, I would like to 
comment on the criticism made by 
certain people about how the Edmonton Police 
Service handled the recent stand-off with 
Daniel Couterielle which, tragically, ended 
with Mr. Couterielle taking his own life. The 
police were criticized for waiting and negotiat- 
ing and for not forcefully entering the house 
and arresting Mr. Couterielle. In our view, this 
criticism is wrong-headed. From all appear- 
ances the Edmonton Police Service handled 
this difficult situation exactly as it should 
have. Storming the house would have not 
only put Mr. Couterielle's life at risk but also 
those of the police officers and, perhaps, peo- 
ple in the neighbourhood. One of the prime 
duties of any Police Service must be to preserve 
life and in our view, that is just what the 
Edmonton Police Service did. They should be 
commended, not criticized. 
- Thomas M. Engel 


Criminal Trial Lawyers’ Association 
Police Conduct Committee 


August 28 


Martin Luther King, Jr. on the occasion of the 
centenary of Abraham Lincoln's emancipation 
proclamation, 1963. 


have a dream that one day this 

will rise up and live out the true meanin¢ 

of its creed: 'We hold these trut 
self-evident; that all men are 
equal 

I have a dream that one day on the red 
hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and 
the sons of former slave-owners will be able to 
sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the 
state of Mississippi, a desert state sweltering 
with the heat of injustice and oppression, will 
be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children 
will one day live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the color of their skin but by 
the content of their character. 

I have a dream today 
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WORD 


WORD: Faculty of speech; 
locution, talk, parlance, 
verbal intercourse, prola- 
tion [archaic], oral com- 
munication, word of 
mouth, parole, palaver, 
prattle. 


RoGEt’s THESAURUS 


Us »< 


Out-takes 
from candid 
interviews: 


“Mr. Bjarnason sold two 
of my cats and bought 
candy with the money. 
The way I look at it, he 
owes me at least two 
cats.” 


“He made me ride around 
on a llama all day long. 
What the hell is that all 
about?” 


“T think he may have 
been deported from 
somewhere in Eastern 
Europe, don't tell him I 
said that, you told me this 
was Off the record.” 
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“VOICE 


VERDICT 


Decision, determination, 
finding, verdict, 
sentence, decree; opinion 
(belief); good judgment 


(wisdom) 


RoGET’s THESAURUS 
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THE VERDICT 


On Film 


Pirates of the Caribbean 


t was around 1977 that Keith 

Richards's inner mummy began to 

emerge. Dedicated debauchery caused 

the sweet flab of youth to depart from 
his high, exquisite cheekbones and it 
looked as if he opted for a pore-cleansing 
mask made mostly from cement. Though 
he appears more chemically modified 
each year, his mojo has never slumped to 
slo-mo and now he's being honoured as 
the inspiration of Johnny Depp's Captain 
Jack Sparrow in Pirates of the Caribbean. 
Depp's performance in this movie is, 
hands down, worth the price of admission. 
No follower of his work, I'd impulsively 
dismissed him as too pretty to take serious- 
ly. Pretty, but far from white bred; he has a 
decadent streak, a dull-eyed world weary 
pallor that on a good day is sensuous, on 
a bad day is just plain seedy. It was won- 
derful and surprising to see his creativity 
so aflame with a character. He had great 
larks playing a self-parodying swashbuck- 
ler, who could go from daffy to canny in a 
quicksilver second, and his mirth is conta- 
gious. What odd bedfellowship though: 
Johnny Depp, notorious for his hotel 
wrecking rows with supermodel Kate Moss 


and owner of the Viper Room, the ultra- 
hip club outside which River Phoenix 
fatally overdosed, pairing up with Disney 
for the role that may be the brightest jewel 
of his oeuvre. But I recall his interview on 
Charlie Rose and his soulful testimony as 
to how paternity changed him. Despite his 
head sullenly bent behind a wall of 
ingrown cool and cheroot smoke, his love 
for his daughter was palpable and touch- 
ing. All I can think of him now is "go 
Johnny go". 

When my sister asked whether Pirates 
of the Caribbean was suitable for her nine- 
year old son, my echoing sentiment was 
"sure, if he understands it's just a movie". 
That sums up my critique so thoroughly, 
it's just a movie. It's entertaining but 
superficial with no lingering ponderables 
or riveting content (unless you're very 
young and terrified by the images). | 
found the battle scenes quite boring, espe- 
cially when odiously compared to The Two 
Towers, and the script is, true to its genre, 
cookie cutter forgettable. 

The pirates who man the Black Pearl 
are under a curse incurred from plunder- 
ing a trunk of Aztec gold. They are undead 
and, as the mutinous Captain Barbossa 
says "moonlight shows us for what we 
really are" - ghoulish living corpses. 
Captain Barbossa is played excellently by 
Geoffrey Rush, who I think could only be 
less than excellent if he were miscast, like 
he was in Frieda. Barbossa led the mutiny 
against their previous Captain, Jack 


Sparrow, and now this voyage of the 
damned, this ship of ghouls, haunts the 
seas in search of one lost piece of their 
mystical plunder. All pieces are needed for 
the ritual that will lift the curse. The sin- 
gular, supernatural coin is in the posses- 
sion of Elizabeth Swann (Keira Knightly), 
who is naturally absconded by the nefari- 
ous Black Pearl crew and now must be res- 
cued. Cut to Will Turner (Orlando Bloom), 
whose love she reciprocates but must 
eschew because of his socio-economic defi- 
ciencies. But what he lacks in status he'll 
make up for in chivalry. He must conde- 
scend to a pirate's guidance because of his 
landlubbing ignorance and he and Jack 
sail out together to get the girl—And what 
a girl - Keira Knightly looks as if Brittney 
Spears and Winona Ryder were put in a 
blender and that equals one tall crazy 
bella smoothie. She's cover-of-an-histori- 
cal-romance-novel-beautiful. Now, if we 
took a well-shaved Orlando Bloom, colla- 
gen puffed his lips and put him in a long, 
blonde wig, he could pass for Keira 
Knightly, i.e. he's beautiful. And what a 
voice, that lilting posh Brit velvet - serious 
ouch baby. He's a good romantic lead 
when the requirements are gorgeous and 
sensitive; he's boyish, whip thin and has a 
noble naiveté, but the obverse of these 
charms is a lack of ballast. He'll only 
improve with age, I wager, like Viggo 
Mortenson, because a solid virility eludes 
him now. | wonder if he'll tire of action 
films and try more serious projects, evolv- 


ing into a less dissipated, less saturnine 
Jeremy Irons. | think a fulsome career 
awaits him (if he doesn't fatally 0.d. out- 
side the Viper Room). My absolute high- 
light of the movie is when Orlando is 
being told the story of Jack Sparrow's 
mutiny and how he was left to die on a 
sliver of baking tropical land. Bloom asks 
if the length of Jack's stay, in the burning 
sun without provision, is what made him 

.. here Bloom does a brilliant impres- 
sion of Johnny Depp's character that was 
so spot-on | nearly shrieked with delight. 

Please indulge me because I'm going to 
put some moral stick about. | know this 
movie doesn't warrant ethical scrutiny but 
I must raise a party-pooping point: the 
good guys are really bad guys. I had to 
give my head a similar shake after watch- 
ing The Italian Job. Pirates are thieves and 
murderers, this seems to have been forgot- 
ten, as many scuttle about on a heroic 
platform. Yes, it's just a movie, but I'm 
bone-tired of a prevalent mindset echoed 
here, i.e. a psychological labyrinth being 
placed between people and their actions. 
You are what you do and disowning 
dreadful behaviour is grave character poi- 
son. Oh dear, how heavy. It's late, perhaps 
the moonlight shows me for what | really 
am - a cynical misanthrope. It's a curse 
indeed but I won't name the plunder that 
brought it. 


- Keyna Laurence 


iz 


THE VERDICT 


On T.V. 


Train 48 


t has long been said by some in the rest 
of Canada that Torontonians feel that 
they live in the centre of the Universe. 

Alan Fothering-ham once stated that 
you could build a wall around Toronto, sep- 
arate it from all contact with Canada and 
no one there would notice. They would 
hang a few pictures on it, or more likely, 
sell the ad space. Torontonians view them- 
selves as cultural guides for the rest of 
Canada and for the most part the rest of 
Canada views them as New Yorkers on 
vacation. 

I also believe that reality shows are 
scripted somewhere along the line and that 
American Idol/Survivor style television is real- 
ly the tool of Satan. This is not really televi- 
sion programming but a hell born curse 
inflicted with God's grace on the stupid and 
the hell bound. A consumer graphic so 
large this also would explain their high rat- 
ings. 

I now have come to believe that rain 


Living 
la Vida 
Locamotive 


48 is the bastard child of all that could pos- 
sibly prove to me that the above two para- 
graphs are true. 

Train 48, produced by Global Television, 
is a partially scripted, partially improvised 
soap opera set on a GO Train in Toronto. 
The actors are given parameters and then 
told to ad lib dialogue as characters on 
their daily voyage. The Global TV run web- 
site allows viewers to get daily updates on 
events on the show as well as vote for their 
favourite character. 

One can just see the salivating TV execs 
in T.O. placing their first ratings sweeps 
promotion. "Who will you vote off the 
train?" as retail stores sell T-shirts reading 
"IT'S YOUR LAST STOP". 

Well, maybe in Toronto. Still there are a 
lot of starving actors willing to fill any 
empty seats on this Hades-bound vehicle of 
public transit. 

Even if this isn't the planned fate for 
Train 48, it still achieves one highly 
admirable feat. It makes what was up until 
now the worst ever Canadian TV show, 
StarLost, look like genie award material. 

Besides my horror of another show that 
blocks out my chosen profession, writing, 
Train 48 also has one other major flaw to 
hold a cross Canada interest. The charac- 
ters are all typical Torontonians. They are 
also all mentally maladjusted, opinionated 
and boring. It seems strange that even the 
residents of Canada's largest city would see 
themselves that way. 

The idea of being stuck in a GO Train 
with any of these apparently average cross 
sections of the Big T's citizenry would make 
me want to just walk everywhere. And 
Toronto's a big place. Scarborough to Yonge 


Street in 30 below weather, no problem. As 
long as I wasn't stuck on a GO Train next to 
any of these T.O citizens. SARS didn't kill off 
Toronto's tourism industry, this show did. 

Heidegger argued that for authentic liv- 
ing what is necessary is the resolute con- 
frontation of death. The fact that none 
Train's characters seem like a living breath- 
ing person of any kind would seem to justi- 
fy Heidegger's argument. It could also save 
at least one episode of the show. 

Having the regular passengers of Train 
48 jacked up by "tourists" from the 
Winnipeg Warriors or the Redd Alert would 
certainly liven up their otherwise banal 
conversations. 


Lucas: Is that a real gun? Oh my God! 
Please don't kill me! 


Gang Member #1: Yeah, give me the wallet 
you cracker-bitch! 


Gang Member #2: Yo blondie! Take off 
your clothes! 


Dana: But I'm a lesbian! 
Nahh. It still sounds boring. 


The web-site features reviews from the 
National Post, a sister company to Global 
TV under Izzy Asper's control, and even 
they seem to have trouble giving glowing 
reviews. One review begins with the sen- 
tence, "We who watch Train 48, ...have 
already discovered that it requires a major 
suspension of disbelief." That's putting it 
mildly. 

I've ridden GO Trains several times dur- 


es oe oe 


ing my life and nobody talks to anyone, let 
alone about their girlfriends or private lives. 
People who behave in this fashion would 
be picked up by TTS cops and placed in 
that special hospital at 1001 Queen St. 
West. 

According to the popularity poll, Zach, 
played by Joe Dinicol, is the most popular 
character with an 86 percent approval rat- 
ing. Why an idiot dweeb kid would beat out 
the potential "Hot Lesbian Action" offered 
by the potential of Dana (played by Joanne 
Boland) with 71 percent, shows that young 
Toronto women and not Howard Stern or 
Eric Bischoff seem to be watching the show. 

I assume that all these viewers have yet 
to receive increases in their meds. 

In one of the episodes | saw, Shannon, 
Liz and Nicole (played by Ingrid Hart, 
Krista Sutton and Amy Price) tried to bring 
the "realism" part of the show about by dis- 
cussing SARS, West Nile Virus and the 
abduction and terrible murder of Holly 
Jones. Not one of their statements was 
insightful, informative or really all that 
coherent. I pray that they are not really 
typical of local intelligence or the next Big T 
disaster will be monstrous. 

Unfortunately, I doubt any of the trav- 
elers on Irain 48 would be affected. 

I guess the only good thing to say 
about Train 48 is that now that I've watched 
it you won't have to. If you do decide to 
"catch a ride" on this over hyped and rated 
fiasco don't blame me. If | had my way this 
train would be decommissioned and the 
money spent paying me back for all the 
time I wasted on this trip. 


- Dave Dutton Fraser 


VERDICT 


Your verdict will be 
“Guilty” or “Not Guilty.’ 
Your job is not to find 
innocence. 
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eee RHUBARB 


| want a dish to taste good, 
rather than to have been 
seethed in pig’s milk and 
served wrapped in a 
rhubarb leaf with grated 


<6> 


thistle root 


KINGSLEY Amis 
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ne of the things I dreaded most in 
my days as an Our Voice vendor 
was the approach of certain nice 
Christian ladies. Fundamentalist 
Christians appear to believe there is some 
causal relationship between holiness and 
wealth. If you have the right belief system 
and the right relationship with God you have 
lots of money, therefore if you are poor you 
must have done something wrong and need 
saving. I never got the connection. I dreaded 
seeing them approach. | wanted their money 
but not their missionary efforts. 
I have been atheist since I was about ten. 
In school I was given insane directions. 
Believe in a mythology involving people who 
walk on water and come back from the dead 
and also believe in another mythology 
involving a creative moment in which the 
entire universe emerges from an impossibly 
small, impossibly compressed droplet of cos- 
mic potential. I did the sane thing, | made a 


to learn to parrot fascinating stuff such as the 
list of seven deadly sins and speculate on the 
eternal ennui of those poor babes destined to 
languish in purgatory for eternity because 
their parents were remiss in not getting them 
christened quickly enough. Dreary stuff. I 
liked the magic of 3 tintes 4 being the same 
as 4 times 3 much better. 

As I got older, I learned to dread those 
times when friends of mine suddenly "got reli- 
gion" and started talking about their realiza- 
tion that Jesus loved them and how good it 
would be for me if I could only join them in 
their state of bliss. They embarrassed me. 

Many years later I also experienced my 
own state of non-ordinary reality. The thing | 
remember most was the pain I felt as the 
experience receded further away the more I 
tried to frame it in words to explain to those 
around me why I was behaving so strangely. 
Eventually I stopped trying to describe or 
explain because the process of using lan- 
guage itself seems to impair the processing of 
that kind of knowledge. I settled for simply 
telling people who wanted to know about my 
personal faith, that I believe all religions are 
right, as any pond can frame and reflect the 
moon, but none could actually see the moon 
itself. Seeing the moon itself needs an entirely 
different mental process. And it can't be 
described, you simply have to be lucky 
enough to just do it. There isn't anything fair 
about this, and no virtue at all involved, 


some people just get lucky. 

I feel sad about a culture whose holy book 
begins with the statement "In the beginning 
was the Word". There is something so terribly 
wrong about that assertion in my experience. 
In the same way, that in order to be able to 


draw, artists have to be able to ignore direc- } 


tions from that language processing part of 
their brain, | find that to navigate in the spiri- 
tual realms | have to ignore the same sort of 
directions. It's not easy. I think it would be 


better to say "In the end there were only © 


words." 

I think it's a terrible tragedy that in order 
to communicate with each other we have to 
use language, but that the using of language 
impairs us in so many other ways. I'm still 
atheist, a concept of God is not really neces- 
sary to me. I don't have a problem with those 
who do need this concept as long as they are 
open minded enough to accept believing or 
not believing is a simple matter of personal 
choice and that I am also entitled to mine. | 
have no sense that there is a divine being 
now that there is a way of knowing that illu 
minates the mundane world from within and 
sometimes we humans are fortunate enough 
to stumble into that awareness when we stop 
talking so much. 

The capacity of mind to experience an 
ecstatic union with the cosmos thrills me 
beyond measure. Just knowing that such an 
experience is possible is a treasure to me and 
all the spirituality I really require. It doesn't 
bother me at all that such experiences can be 
triggered in a lab by the application of electri- 
cal stimulus to a certain section of the brain, 
particularly in highly hypnotizable individu- 
als such as myself. It's still a really neat thing 
for a clump of grey matter to be able to do. | 
wonder what evolutionary need it filled? Why 
did we evolve the capacity to do this? | won- 
der if animals can experience that effect also? 
Like the Big Bang that filled my childhood 
mind with wonder and awe, | wonder if this 
capacity is a sign that the entire cosmos has 
reached a stage of evolution in which it is 
starting to become self-aware. Does that ener- 
gy we name God look out of our eyes at itself? 
Are we the way the divine knows itself? What 
happens after the Big Bang? 

As for the Christian ladies, | still like their 
money, but they can keep their Jesus. I like 
my questions better than their answers. 


-Theresa McBryan 
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edro Schultz is a celibate bachelor, but 
e has a huge street family with broth- 
ers and sisters, children and even grand- 


istry since 1990, anc 
provided him with an extended family and 
many friends on the street. 

Street ministry is front line ministry taking 
the gospel to the streets and meeting the 
immediate physical needs of the people as well 
as preaching and teaching. Unlike the pastor 
of a church whose wages are ensured by the 
tithing of the congregation, street ministers 
often find themselves relying on their own 
resources, using money earned through 
employment to finance the needs of their street 
congregation. 

"My church is the street. Like Jesus, I don't 
have a building. He was the original street 
minister," said Schultz. "I am involved with the 
people where the needs are. Skid-row and the 
worst hotels have the greatest need." 

Schultz works night shifts as a licensed 
practical nurse. He frequents the bars, the 
drop-ins and eats with the people at soup-lines 
and at the free breakfast program, not because 
he needs the food but because eating provides 
time to socialize with the people. 

"| like to fish where the most fish are," he 
said. "Just like God demonstrated his love by 
sending Jesus to show what God is like, | feel a 
calling from God to be with these people and 
be willing to suffer with them." 

Because of his willingness to stand up for 
the people on the street, in July, Schultz was 
arrested and taken to the police station in 
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handcuffs. He said he saw two police officers 
holding down a woman who was handcuffed 
face down on the street. Others who witnessed 
the scene told him she had knocked the cap off 
one of the officers. The officer then hit her with 
his baton so hard the witness heard the sound 
from across the street. 

Concerned about this "excessive use of 
force," Schultz asked for the officers’ badge 
numbers. They told him to back off. Four more 
officers arrived and they put the handcuffed 

i agon. Schultz again — 


agon 


ignored. As they started to drive off, he 
grabbed the mirror of the vehicle. 

Schultz never did get the officers’ badge 
numbers. Instead, he was arrested and fined 
for "obstructing a motor vehicle". 

This was his first and only arrest. Schultz 
said he grew up in a stable Christian home 
with parents who set a great example. They 
had no addictions, were faithful to each other, 
and provided for their family. "The opposite of 
what most people have down here." 

At first, he took people home with him to 
his parents house, but after one house guest 
stole several hundred dollars, he knew it was 
time to move out so his ministry would not 
affect his parents. The one bedroom suite he 
now rents shelters one or two people a week. 
He does not hesitate to offer a safe place for 
people in need, even women and children. He 
said he is willing to risk his reputation because 
he sees women as being the most vulnerable 
when on the street. 

Although he helps out with clothing and 
food, and gives people rides, Schultz said he 
never gives anyone money unless it is eamed. 

"I had one of the women who is a prosti- 
tute, digging my flowerbeds," he said. "I paid 
her $10 an hour. Afterwards, she was boasting 
that she had earned money doing ‘real work’. 


- Linda Dumont 
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Steppin 
eehbes’ 


e kids are playing by the water, 
smacking sticks and chasing in the 
sand. The sun is dancing diamonds on 
the wave edges and there is nothing 

but feeling the warm breeze, watching clouds 
drift and birds glide the blue sky. No complex 
dramas are unfolding here; there are no adult 
games. Kids don't intellectualize, analyze and 
deconstruct. There is no object for deconstruc- 
tion or other mental manipulation as the con- 
ceptual matrices of adulthood are unformed. 
Children don't seize the day, they grasp the 
moment and in so doing play somewhat out- 
side of a fabricated self. Their minds are 
uncontrived and free. 

As I dose my eyes and think of my chil- 


dren, immediately before my mind's eye 
appears not only my children, but the setting, 
the stage of the drama of our interconnected 
lives, our unfolding hopes and fears. To every 
mental object like my neighbours, friends, ene- 
mies and other physical objects considered by 
mind, like my home, clothes, car, food I enjoy, 
things I need, things I want, that's where my 
mind will go. Each mental object arises with its 
setting, its stage, its conceptual matrix, and its 
range of emotional responses. This momen- 
tary play of mind, unanalyzed, is seen as fixed 
and static. 

We conceptually create social and political 
institutions, companies, countries as well as 
our own bodies and surroundings. These men- 


tal objects most often appear as fixed and 
unchanging. Our shared error is in conceiving 
of these as ultimately real instead of as transi- 
tory phenomena; there is nothing observable 
that is not non-permanent. Flowers, trees, ani- 
mals and human beings are born, they live 
and they die. The lifespan of each varies, but is 
finite. No creature that is born can escape the 
end of life. We cannot say for certain that we 
will be here next year, next month, even 
tomorrow. It is the conception. of how things 
exist, a matrix, that fixates transitory phenom- 
ena as permanent and unchanging. Moreover, 
within the lifespan of living creatures, there is 
not one moment without change of some 
kind. Sentient beings are in a state of continual 
flux until the time of their demise while mind 
goes from matrix to matrix, conceptual con- 


Zen... 
does not 
confuse 

spirituality 
with thinking 
about God 
while one is 
peeling 


potatoes. Zen 


just to peel the 


potatoes. 


-Alan Watts 


struction to conceptual construction, never 
really investigating the space between. 

Those who delve within that non-conceptu- 
al space have been called spiritual practition- 
ers, holy people, reverend, yogis, medicine peo- 
ple, saints, and occasionally, madmen and 
madwomen. The methodology for spiritual 
realization varies considerably within the dif- 
ferent spiritual tradition. Almost all use drugs 
of one sort or another. Peyote and other vari- 
ous herbal mixtures are ingested, snorted and 
smoked by medicine people and their students 
in various parts of the world. Christianity and 
Buddhism have wine. Prayer, ritual, medita- 
tion and ascetic practices are also used in vary- 
ing degree. But the goal of each is to open 


mind to latent potencies that are outside of 
normal conceptual reality. People are attracted 
to their respective spiritual disciplines due to 
their predispositions, needs and abilities. Each 
of the practices may lead to some kind of spiri- 
tual realization, but they can also lead to 
something altogether different if the practition- 
er is not ready for that kind of practice. The 
Roman Catholic Church has produced both 
saints and perverts. Some spiritual practition- 
ers cannot free themselves from their concepts 
and become bound by them. They become 
even more attached to mental projections 
instead of unattached. In addition, the practice 
iiself can bind. 

There is a story from the Buddhist tradition 
about three brothers who lived together in a 
cave. They were all great practitioners. They 
could meditate properly for hours on end. After 
a number of years of practice, Manjushri, who 
represents the wisdom of Shakyamuni 
Buddha, appeared to them. He smiled at them, 
told them that their practice was good and 
that it pleased him. To one brother he gave a 
medicine bag, to another he gave a stylus for 
writing, but to the last brother he gave noth- 
ing. The first brother became a famous doctor. 
People came from miles around; he could cure 
any disease. The second brother became a 
famous logician, intellectual and poet. The 
third brother, receiving nothing, had an unob- 
structed path to realization. The first two broth- 
ers were unable to free themselves from the 
matrix of who they thought they were. Or per- 
haps Manjushri realized that the abilities in 
that life of the two brothers were best applied 
to the overt benefit of others. The third had no 
such referent and because of that, c 
that had gj gs lixed, frozen and stauc 


ncepts 


union of clarity and the emptiness of any per- 
manent abiding self-emerged. He was not 
bound by transitory concepts of himself and 
the world, and he quickly became enlightened. 

Conceptual reality is a fact of life. But it is 
as fleeting waves on a vast ocean. The space 
between concepts is a fact of life and death. 
That is the place from which all religion 
comes, the place to which all of us will go, and 
the place that is forgotten in the adult dramas 
of the world. There are no such attendant con- 
ceptual matrices for children. More than one 
religion has praised that child's mind as a key 
to realization. Ask a child to describe the 
nature of water and they will smack it with a 
stick, look at you and smile. There are no 
wants and needs based upon long term con- 
ceptual consideration. Because they are open 
to them, children know that even in cityscapes, 
instances of magic appear. There is only the 
moment, the magically potent and limitless 
present. Children know the space between con- 
ceptions, the blissful, radiant and boundless 
freedom of mind. 


- James Lauder 
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RHUBARB: A discussion, 


often heated, in which a dif- 


ference of opinion is 


expressed: 


Altercation, argument, 
bicker, clash, contention, 
controversy, debate, 
difficulty, disagreement, 
dispute, fight, polemic, 
quarrel, run-in, spat, 


squabble, tiff. 
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a> RHUBARB 


What rhubarb, senna, or 
what purgative drug 
Would scour these English 
hence? 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
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Karma 
Police 


Dancing Monk & 
Self-Denying Monk 


guage. Because communication is 
so vital for transmitting the teachings of the 
Buddha, a class of disciples called traveling 
monks arose to facilitate communication 
between the Buddha and his supporters. 

Those who were chosen had to be in good 
physical condition, be completely honest, 
and have excellent memories. One such 
monk was Sadhonna. 

Sadhonna was returning to the Deer Park 
where the Buddha was staying when he 
encountered a monk practicing the 
Sadmadhi of self denial. 

The self-denying monk resembled cob- 
webs stretched over a skeleton. He was sitting 
on an anthill in the Lotus Position. He did 
not even twitch as ants pulled at his flesh. 

Sadhonna called to him, "Fellow monk, I 
am on my way to see the Buddha. Is there 
any message you would like to convey?" 

The self-denying monk grimaced and 
said, "Ask the Buddha how many more life- 
times I will endure before attaining 
Buddhahood." 

Sadhonna assured the self-denying monk 
that he would ask, and then continued on 
his journey. 

Just before nightfall, he heard someone 
singing a little off-key. He could see someone, 
dressed in monk's clothing, dumsily dancing 
in a little clearing in the woods. 

He called out to him saying "Fellow 
monk, | am on my way to see the Buddha. Is 
there any message you would like to con- 
vey?" 

The dancing monk thought for a moment 
and said "Yes, ask him when will I reach my 
enlightenment." 

Sadhonna assured the dancing monk he 
would ask, and then he walked on to see the 
Buddha. 

A few months later Sadhonna returned 
and encountered the self-denying monk. His 
flesh was so thin that his bones were visible. 


‘The Buddha answered your question," 
Sadhonna said. 


"How long until I reach my enlighten- 
ment?" whispered the self-denying monk. 

‘Four more lifetimes," answered 
Sadhonna. 

The self-denying monk grimaced. 

Sadhonna traveled a bit further and 
encountered the dancing monk. "The 
Buddha has answered your question," he 
said. 

How many more lifetimes?" asked the 
dancing monk. 

Sadhonna pointed to a large tree with 
thousands of leaves shimmering in the sun- 
light and said "As many as the leaves on that 
tree." 


enlightenment instantly. Indian Karma view 


Karma Theory - 
Hinduism 


e Upanishads, originating as com- 
mentaries on the Vedas between 
about 800 and 200 B.C., contain 
speculations on the meaning of exis- 

tence that have greatly influenced Indian 
religious traditions. Most important is the 
concept of atman (the human soul), which is 
an individual manifestation of Brahman. 
Atman is of the same nature as Brahman, 
characterized either as an impersonal force 
or as God, and has as its goal the recognition 
of identity with Brahman. This fusion is not 
possible, however, as long as the individual 
remains bound to the world of the flesh and 
desires. In fact, the deathless atman that is so 
bound will not join with Brahman after the 
death of the body but will experience contin- 
uous rebirth. This fundamental concept of 
the transmigration of atman , or reincarna- 
tion after death, lies at the heart of the reli- 
gions emerging from India. 

Indian religious tradition sees karma as 
the source of the problem of transmigration. 
While associated with physical form, for 
example, in a human body, beings experi- 
ence the universe through their senses and 
their minds and attach themselves to the 
people and things around them and con- 
stantly lose sight of their true existence as 
atman, which is of the same nature as 
Brahman. As the time comes for the drop- 
ping of the body, the fruits of good and evil 
actions in the past remain with atman , 
clinging to it, causing a tendency to continue 
experience in other existences after death. 
Good deeds in this life may lead to a happy 
rebirth in a better life, and evil deeds may 


lead to a lower existence, but eventually the 
consequences of past deeds will be worked 
out, and the individual will seek more experi- 
ences in a physical world. In this manner, 
the bound or ignorant atman wanders from 
life to life, in heavens and hells and in many 
different bodies. The universe may expand 
and be destroyed numerous times, but the 
bound atman will not achieve release. 

The true goal of atman is liberation, or 
release (moksha ), from the limited world of 


F experience and realization of oneness with 


God or the cosmos. In order to achieve 
release, the individual must pursue a kind of 
discipline (yoga, a "tying," related to the 
English word yoke) that is appropriate to 


| one's abilities and station in life. For most 
i people, this goal means a course of action 


that keeps them rather closely tied to the 
world and its ways, including the enjoyment 
of love (kama ), the attainment of wealth 
and power (artha ), and the following of 
socially acceptable ethical principles (dhar- 
ma--see Glossary). Some people, however, 
may be interested in breaking the cycle of 
rebirth in this life or soon thereafter. For 
them, a wide range of techniques has 
evolved over the thousands of years that 
gives Indian religion its great diversity. The 
discipline that involves physical positioning 
of the body (hatha-yoga), which is most 
commonly equated with yoga outside of 
India, sees the human body as a series of 
spiritual centers that can be awakened 
through meditation and exercise, leading 
eventually to a oneness with the universe. 


Tantrism is the belief in the Tantra (from the 


of texts that stress the usefulness of rituals, 
carried out with a strict discipline, as a 
means for attaining understanding and spiri- 
tual awakening. These rituals include chanti- 
ng powerful mantras; meditating on compli- 
cated or auspicious diagrams (mandalas); 
and, for one school of advanced practition- 
ers, deliberately violating social norms on 
food, drink, and sexual relations. 


Karma: A central aspect of all religious dis- 
cipline, regardless of its emphasis, is the 
importance of the guru, or teacher. Indian 
religion may accept the sacredness of specif- 
ic texts and rituals but stresses interpreta- 
tion by a living practitioner who has per- 
sonal experience of liberation and can pass 
down successful techniques to devoted fol- 
lowers. In fact, since Vedic times, it has 
never been possible, and has rarely been 
desired, to unite all people in India under 
one concept of orthodoxy with a single 
authority that could be presented to every- 
one. Instead, there has been a tendency to 
accept religious innovation and diversity as 
the natural result of personal experience by 
successive generations of gurus, who have 
tailored their messages to particular times, 
places, and peoples, and then passed down 
their knowledge to lines of disciples and 
social groups. As a result, Indian religion is 
a mass of ancient and modern traditions, 
some always preserved and some constantly 


changing, and the individual is relatively | 


free to stress in his or her life the beliefs and 
religious behaviours that seem most effec- 
tive on the path to deliverance. 

-Philip Jagger 
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Faith 


Cause I gotta have faith. 
OH, I've gotta have faith. 
I've gotta have faith." 


- George Michael 


ometimes faith is like a George Michael 

song; a remembrance of a time of 

youth summer pop can crushes and a 

time when life is easy. Other times it’s 
Johnny Cash burning ring of fire and hard 
truth. For me, faith or spirit is not held in the 
buildings of the architectural restraints of 
belief that I have attended from Buddhist to 
Baptist. It is beyond concrete; it is in the foun- 
dations the people themselves. What makes 
97th the avenue of nations and street of 
churches is not the buildings or the shops; it's 
the spirits and ancestors that put sweat and 
blood and bone into making a home. 

It's the people of the community that 
gives us a reminder of the spirit. So here are 
some ideas of faith from some good friends of 
mine: 


Linda Dumont: artist, poet 


"What helped me most was my faith in God. There 
is a saying that true poverty is having nothing to 
give. Even at my poorest, I still had something to 
give - I was feeding others through the volunteer 
street ministry I started in 1990. And I had associ- 

5 group in the faith com- 
eetings 0 ‘ e 
Pastoral Meetings alongside of the directors and 
pastors from the community, with people like 
Martin Garber Conrad. 

Selling Our Voice gave me the security of 
knowing that if I needed cash, I could go out and 
eam money. It also gave me a base of support. I 
met people who supported me in many different 
ways - like the couple who framed my paintings at 
no cost. Our Voice also gave me a voice in that I 
was able to write about the reality of my life and 
that of others in poverty. And I was able to have my 
poetry published in the Songs of the Street. 

And being an artistic person, I tend to see 
adversity as a challenge.” 


Darlene Arsenault: writer, actor 


| "Hope is in fact resilience and courage to go 


beyond the lifestyle that I know." 
Terry: a regular at a cyber café 


"Hope is knowing that tomorrow is another day. If I 
help somebody out and end up without, that's 
okay. What you give comes back to you, eh. What 
goes around comes around, eh." 

The different roads I have traveled have given 
me the ability to help those in need. That's cool 
cause having been there I know how to adapt. | am 
in a position to help others in need. 

The smile on an oldtimers face when I go out 
and buy a rose or a couple of camations. I go down 
the street and see an oldtimer and give her a hug 
and the flowers take off and just see the smile in 
her face." 


So when I walk down 95th and see the sign 
that says this is your reality TV, I can say no, 
it's not. My reality is the people around me 
who give me hope and dreams. 


-Philip Jagger 
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Beorooms 
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ame-sex couples from around the 

world are flocking to Canada in order 

to get married, whether or not all 

Albertans are ready for them. It was 
only four years ago that Parliament voted 
216-to-55 against any marriage that was 
not a heterosexual union. Then, in June 
2003, Prime Minister Jean Chretien's liberal 
government gave gay and lesbian couples a 
federal stamp of approval by choosing not 
to appeal either Ontario or British 
Columbia's court rulings in favour of same- 
sex marriages. 

This new national policy makes Canada 
only the third country in the world to grant 
equal status to both heterosexual and 
homosexual couples. Currently, the 
Netherlands has a long residency require- 
ment before couples are allowed to marry, 
and Belgium only allows marriages of for- 
eign couples from countries that already 
permit same-sex unions. As if this 
announcement wasn t reason enough to cel. 


“Week, only a few days earlier the United 
States Supreme Court had also moved 
ahead and decriminalized gay sex in every 
state. 

"I do think these decisions improve 
things, but I don't think by any means that 
homosexuality is fully accepted yet," says Dr 
Susan McDaniel, a sociology professor at 
the University of Alberta. "We're a very sex- 
ualized society with all sorts of peep shows 
and pornography shops, yet, the U.S. gov- 
ernment had once criminalized what two 
adults did in the private of their own bed- 
room-two adults engaging in consensual 
sexual activity-that's crazy! It was long over- 
due." 

Although McDaniel celebrates the equal 
rights given to same-sex couples in both 
Canada and the U.S., many religious insti- 
tutions are denouncing the changes and 
calling on government officials to retract 
their support. Within days of the federal 
government's announcement all 16 mem- 
bers on the Permanent Council of the 
Canadian Council of Catholic Bishops 
signed a letter to Chretien stating they were 
"deeply concerned and profoundly disap- 
pointed" that the federal government decid- 
ed not to appeal either the Ontario or 
British Columbia court rulings allowing 
same-sex marriages. Roman Catholic 
Bishop Frederick Henry, a member on the 
council, even went so far as writing a letter 
to Premier Ralph Klein, praising him for 
using the "notwithstanding clause" in order 
to block same-sex marriages in the province 
of Alberta. 

Both the Catholic Council and Klein 
argue that changing the definition of mar- 
riage negatively affects the fundamental 
foundation of how Canadian families are 
formed and function, but Reverend Jackie 
Harper disagrees wholeheartedly. 


yi2ec¢ 


Nation 


"Expanding the definition of marriage to 
include gay and lesbian couples doesn't 
denigrate or diminish the traditional insti- 
tution of heterosexual marriage, but rather 


enhances it," said Harper in a statement ° 


recently released by the United Church of 
Canada. "In 1988, the 32nd General 
Council affirmed that God's intention for all 
human relationships is that they be faithful, 
responsible, just, loving, health giving, 
healing, and sustaining of community and 
self. The implication is that these standards 
apply to both heterosexual and homosexu- 
al couples." 

Harper sees federal approval of same-sex 
marriages as further evidence that procre- 
ation can no longer be cited as a defining 
purpose of marriage in Western society. 
Although adoption, foster parenting, donor 
insemination and surrogate parenting are 
already giving gay and lesbian parents the 
ability to raise children, Harper says that 
further extending the rights and duties of 


yay undermine society's understanding o 
family. She also adds that incorporating 
same-sex unions within the definition of 
marriage would not force clergy to compro- 
mise their faith and marry couples if it 
threatened their community's religious 
beliefs. 

While McDaniel agrees with Harper that 
churches should have the prerogative to 
decide whom they will and will not marry, 
she is concerned that society in general still 
holds false illusions regarding the ‘tradition- 
al definition’ of marriage and family. "The 


notion that there was some traditional 
union and now there's not, it's just not the | 


case. Marriage and relationships are con- 
stantly evolving, not just in practice but also 
in law and policy, and that has been chang- 
ing for a long time. It has been a process of 
granting rights to women, changing proper- 
ty laws, and increasing recognition of com- 
mon-law partners who share a home," she 
says. 

When it comes to Klein's adamant 
stance on using the "notwithstanding" 
clause to prohibit same-sex marriages with- 
in Alberta, McDaniel says, "It flies in the 
face of other liberalization of family laws 
and tends to whip up all the hatred and big- 
otry that we don't want in a tolerant socie- 
ty." She believes Klein's message says that 
same-sex couples can have some rights but 
not full human rights. "He is creating a cli- 
mate for people to engage in discrimination 
and hate. Gays and lesbians are being 
demonized, but they're our parents, our 


uncles, our kids and grandkids. For him to | 


whip up this hated again is quite frighten- 
ing. We don't need to go down that track 
again, we need to move on." 


- Neil Parmar 
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ick is homeless, dependent on 
the charity of people who pass 
where he sits by the street rock- 
ing back and forth to ease the 


pain of a life-threatening illness. Even in 
July, he wears a parka and mitts to keep 
off the chill as he sits on a folded blanket 
on the cement sidewalk. The prognosis is 
not good. He could be dead within a year. 
And one of the most discouraging things 
Nick faces is not his poverty or his illness, 
but the judgement he feels from some of 
the mainstream Christians who pass by 
where he sits. 

"Right now I'm discouraged by other 
Christians because | feel they're judging 
me on my life. Here I am praying and they 
are saying I'm not with God," Nick said. 

For Nick, this is especially discouraging 
because six years ago he left all, his posi- 
tion as a high priest in the Church of 
Satan and the financial security of that 
position to follow the Christian faith. 
Before he left, he was respected in his 
church and was running a boardinghouse 
for other members who he recruited from 
the community. 

“There is not the same degree of con- 
demnation in the occult," he said. "If I 


I may lose my few dollars, but if I'm lucky, 
I could have a roof over my head for a few 
days.” 

He could probably go on social assis- 
tance or even a medical disability, but 
Nick prefers to try to make it on his own 
as long as he possibly can. He sleeps in a 
van parked in the yard of a friend, and 
panhandles for money for necessities. 

Nick was raised in the Church of Satan. 
His grandfather and Anton LaVey started 
the church in San Francisco in 1966. The 
Church of Satan WebPages say it was the 
“first church openly dedicated to the 
acceptance of man's true nature - that of a 
carnal beast permeated and motivated by 
the Dark Force which we call Satan. 
Satanists are their own Gods, explorers of 
the Left Hand Path rather than the Right 
Hand Path” They are “sickened by the 
complacency, hypocrisy and prejudice that 
most conventional religions, including 
Wicca, encourage in people.” 

As a child growing up with his grand- 
parents, Nick went to Black Mass regular- 
ly. 

“lust as God has His chosen, so does 
Satan,” Nick explained. "As a Satanist you 
are your own god.” 

Nick said he has felt like an outcast all 
of his life. When he was 14, his grandpar- 
ents died and he came to Edmonton to live 
with his father, but it didn't work out. He 
never felt accepted at home or at school. 

“1 arrived in Canada in May with a 
parka that had an American flag on the 
sleeve and snowboots. People laughed at 
me," he said. “At school they made fun of 
my Yankee accent.” 

It was only in the Church of Satan that 
he felt accepted. He left Edmonton to trav- 


el, then went back to San Francisco to — 


LaVey. At the age of 18, Nick became a 


priest in the Church of Satan. 

“In order to become a priest, ordained 
and commissioned, we basically are dead 
to the world. We become one of the walk- 
ing dead,” Nick said. “So although the 
doctor said I have a year or less till I die, 1 
laugh at him. I've been dead since I was 
18.” 

“LaVey told me I had a great test laid 
before me - to help bring his church out 
here. | started in the West End then moved 
downtown to start a whole new chapter.” 

The chapter started with ten then grew 
to 20 members. “They came to me and I 
told them they had to prove themselves,” 
Nick said. “They were monitored. When 
they were initiated into the group they 
took their pledge, making a covenant with 
Satan. There were severe circumstances 
dealt out to those who tried to break away 
- either suicide or an accident. A few left 
with my help.” 

A turning point in Nick's life came 
when a “Jesus House” started just up the 
street from the coven. To the Satanists, 
Christians are considered "a nuisance with 
no real power". When the Christians from 
the Jesus House put on a free Christmas 
dinner with a concert and preaching, Nick 


“We don't have to worry about 
Christians. Their own pastors are putting 
so much fear into them. And Bob Larsen 
(he has a radio talk show where he 
preaches on deliverance from demons) 
doesn't know what he's talking about. We 
got him off the air for a while.” 

But he found out that some Christians 
weren't afraid of Satanists or of Satan. An 
evangelist named Barry, who was preach- 
ing that night, took an interest in Nick. He 
prayed with him right there, then started 
visiting him at the boardinghouse. 

And then Nick fell in love. The 
romance got off to a bad start. The girl 
was a young runaway, and her parents 
took her back home. Nick was ready to 
end it all, but Barry came on the scene. 

“Sure, you can kill yourself right now if 
your want to," Barry said to Nick, who was 
holding a gun. "But what if she comes 
back and you're dead?” 

“| decided right then and there that if 
God let me and Rose be together, I'd walk 
away and give God a chance,” said Nick. 

Rose did return. Barry attended their 
wedding, and the christening of their son. 

Nick left the boardinghouse and for the 
first time in his life was not supported by 
the Church of Satan. He and his wife 
moved to the south side and had to accept 
welfare. Within two years, the marriage 
ended, and the child was apprehended by 
Social Services. 

“In exchange for my life, I keep the 
knowledge of the inner circle of the 
Church of Satan a secret. Since leaving the 
church, I've suffered financial loss and 
poor health. I stand on my last legs and a 
lot of time I pray to God for release,” Nick 
said. And he knows that the Church of 
Satan wants him back. 

- Linda Dumont 


SCUTTLEBUTT: Idle, often 
sensational and groundless 
talk about others: gossip, 
gossipry, hearsay, report, 
rumor, talebearing, tattle, 
tittle-tattle, word. 
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A drinking fountain ona 
ship; A cask on a ship 
used to hold the day's 

supply of drinking water. 
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THE AMERICAN 
nr adit 


e word "India" once conjured up 
images of starving peasants and city 
slums, but as of late this poignant pic- 
ture has been modified. The question 

is whether or not the new image matches or 
even surpasses the previous one with fairness 
and accuracy. It can be seen as a new kind of 
globalization, where the United States is no 
longer invading and impregnating India with 
Western influence, but rather, it is throwing 
East Indian tradition into the American melt- 
ing pot in hopes of homogenizing a distinct 
culture. 

Thanks in part to an A-list of sale-savvy by 
American musicians, India's religions are slow- 
ly being commercialized and incorporated into 
celebrity images. Madonna is one such music 
icon, who once impressed the West by blend- 
ing lines of Sanskirt mantras into her songs. 
The trendsetter launched the hit single Shanti- 
Ashtangi, but deeply offended the East during 
her quest for spiritualism. Aside from mispro- 
nouncing the Deva bhasha (the language of 
the gods) on the single, the Material Girl strut 
her stuff at an MTV Video Music Awards show 
dad in tilak markings once worn only on the 
face of Brahmin priests. 

Although many fans saw her performance 
as an expression of her genuine interest in the 
Indian culture, the World Vaishnava Society 
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nism" and released a statement expressing 
their disapproval. "By wearing this sacred 
marking while wearing clothing through 
which her nipples were clearly visible and 
while gyrating in a sexually suggestive man- 
ner with her guitar player, Madonna offended 
Hindus and Vaishnavas throughout the 
world," stated Spokesperson Tusta Krishnadas. 
A yoga devotee of the group further added that 
she either "misunderstood the significance of 
wearing tilak or treated it cheaply. We sincere- 
ly hope it was the former and not the latter," 
he said. 

The controversy over music artists defam- 
ing India's religions previously reached a peak 
in 1997 when Aerosmith released an album 
cover for Nine Lives portraying an image of 
the divine Krishna in the midst of a serpent's 
arms -only this time he had been given the 
breasts of a woman and the head of a cat. 
After Hindu organizations protested the image 
however, the band discontinued the picture 
and re-released the album with a slightly dif- 
ferent cover. Kadali Ramesh, former President 
of the University of Alberta's India Students 
Association, commends artists for incorporat- 
ing aspects of India's religions when used 
appropriately. "As long as these symbols are 
not used in a sacrilegious way | don't think 
any Indian would have any objection. But 
instances like when some American compoa- 
nies print Hindu deities on toilet seats and 
ladies’ fashion shoes, or when holy scripts are 
recited in the background music while sexual 
orgies are going on in the movie Eyes Wide 
Shut, make Indians not very happy." 

East Indian women also criticized No 
Doubt's Gwen Stefani after she began wearing 
bindhis with Western outfits during album pro- 
motions and concerts. They saw a paradox in 
the fact that when Indian women wore them 
in public it was seen as strange, but that 
Stefani and other musicians were acclaimed 
for their exotic style. The bindhi, also referred 


to as a kumkum or tika, is considered one of 


the true markings of an East Indian woman 
and while many people refer to this symbolic 
point on the forehead by its racially slang term 
"paki. dot," very few know about its historical 
significance in religion. In ancient tradition, 
the bindhi was adorned on the forehead solely 
in red to represent a person's love when offer- 
ing blood sacrifices to gods and goddesses. 
While villagers eventually adapted their ritual 
to using gifts instead of blood, they kept the 
symbolic marking and its positioning in the 
area directly between the eyebrows. This area 
encompasses the seat of latent wisdom and 
controls various levels of concentration 
attained through meditation. 

It is further believed in Tantric custom that 
meditation releases the quiescent power from 
the base of the spine and carries it to the sev- 
enth chakra Sahasrara, which is situated in 
the head. The bindhi then acts as a gate for 
this energy, either sealing in the power 
opening as a portal to the outside world 

Another popular type of Indian body art 
comes in the form of mehndi. Such actresses 
and models as Liv Tyler, Demi Moore, and 
Naomi Campbell have helped create a 
demand for Western henna parlors almost 
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the tops of moving trains to the chilly moun- 
tainsides of the Himalayas). 

"Bollywood films had some meaning long 
[ago] but now I feel they are losing their 
authenticity," says Hemlata Chari recently 
completed working on her doctoral dissertation 
at the University of Alberta. "I think a lot [of 
Bollywood's success] depends on the styles of 
colorful costumes, the beautiful locations, and 
the commitment of actors (like Aishwarya) to 
their roles...but if you take any theme you wil 
find it in Indian films." Chari's knowledge o 
the Indian film industry comes from the fac 
that she once lived in Bombay's suburb of 
Mumbai, an area of the city equivalent to Los 
Angeles's Beverly Hills. Not only was Char 
surrounded by Bollywood stars when she grew 
up, but she also taught at the same schoo 
from where "Devdas" film starlet and 1994's 
Miss World Aishwarya Raiwas was educated. 
"Still, there are producers who make good fam- 
ily films [that] are more or less taken from real 


system and culture - that's the reason it has 
mass appeal.’ 

This directorial strategy of incorporating 
India's socio-cultural problems into 
Bollywood's productions has branched from a 


gvemigh Leong Le TO history of filmmaking that is similar to that in 
hen NY mT . Hen nnd aleawher® tH TROA mavind ne” 


tory dates back 5,000 years where the temp 

rary coloring was applied to the hands and 
feet in appeal to Lakshmi, the goddess of pros- 
perity, love, and good fortune. She is often 
depicted as a lotus flower in intricate mehndi 
designs, which extend across the hands and 
arms of a bride-to-be. If Lakshmi is pleased, it 
is said that she fulfills the couple's wishes by 
blessing their marriage and providing protec- 
tion over the bride when she gives birth to her 
first child. Women are usually the ones accus- 
tomed to wearing the mehndi, but some reli- 
gions do permit the groom's family to dip the 
tip of their little finger in the liquid as a show 
of acceptance towards the marriage. Once the 
green-toned mehndi dries, it is washed off and 
leaves an undercolor of orange in whatever 


pattern was originally applied to the hand. It is 


also said that the darker a mehndi design is, 
the longer and deeper a groom's love is for his 
wife. 

Despite the ways in which mehndi and 
bindhis have been manipulated by Hollywood 
celebs to conform to Western fashions, India's 
motion picture industry has remained a self- 
sustaining entity. For a long time it has thrived 
on its synonymously escapist-themed movies, 
but unlike Hollywood It's a land filled with the 
swish of opulent saris, melodramatic love 
affairs, and the happily-ever-after story end- 
ings that everybody loves. Welcome to the 
world of Bollywood. 

The name "Bollywood" was derived from a 
hybrid of Bombay and North America's infa- 
mous movie capital Hollywood, and is cited by 
the Indian Film Directors’ Association as the 
world's largest motion picture industry with 
production of over 800 films annually. But 
with an average of over two films produced 
daily, the intense competition for the box office 
rupee has led to grandiose musical sequences 
involving dozens of singers and dancers lip 


syncing to songs in the most outlandish of 


locations (including scenes everywhere from 


Brother developed 
first through the use of newsreels and eventu- 
ally in the form of features. India's first silent 


film, which was entitled Raja Harishchandra, 


Ss and irom this an industry 


explored Hindu mythology and featured male 


actors only as women were forbidden to act at 
the time. Although the 1920s saw the emer- 
gence of female actresses and over 1200 films 
produced within the decade, it wasn't until the 
1940s that Bollywood truly began to emerge as 
an international phenomena. It was a time of 
incredible political and historical change, 
which inevitably transcended into the themes 


of many films. "When you watch a movie you 


identify yourself with a leading character 
[that's] typically of the same race as you. For a 
new immigrant from India it’s [easier] to iden- 
tify with a character in an Indian movie than 
with, say, Harrison Ford in The Fugitive. That's 
why many Indo-Canadians still love watching 
Indian movies," says Ramesh. 

After breaking free from Britain's Colonial 
Rule in 1947, India has shown much resistance 
to cultural change. Things have changed no 
doubt, and the United States has influenced 
East Indian culture, but as of late it seems that 
India has more of an impact on American cul- 


ture than vice versa. Hindu advocate Monica 


Mehta agrees that India "is an easy target for 


artists looking to incorporate exoticness into 
their repertoire," but believes that "these uses of 


Hinduism's culture and icons can't even touch 
the central tenets of the faith. [East Indians} 
feel that rock stars such as Madonna and 
Aerosmith don't respect their culture and 


exploit its inherent tolerance of different forms 
of expression. But this tolerance is precisely 
what has allowed Hinduism to withstand mass 


attack and corruption. Its non-resistance to 
change is the very thing that makes it strong 
despite time and adulteration." 

- Neil Parmar 
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The Healing 
PupraBoge 


y the time you read this, some 20- 
30,000 people, (mostly Aboriginal 
Canadians), will have come and 
gone from a northern Albertan lake 
for an annual pilgrimage of prayers and 
pledges at the largest Native gathering in 
the country. Many different tribes converge 
here. Some walk from as far away as 
Yellowknife or Saskatchewan. The Lac Ste. 
Anne Pilgrimage is held every July (this year 


july L9endép-tonhoids peaiessdons the. coniaieogs 


Sued prosperity 


of the Catholic Mission at Lac 
Ste. Anne. The pilgrimage has been held 
there for over 100 years and it grows bigger 
each year. It has a long history, a history in 
two parts. The way those two parts weave 
together is the story of Native spirituality 
today. 

Don Cardinal is a Cree medicine man. 
His Native name is Standing North Wind, 
that is the wind that heals and purifies. Don 
was said to heal people from the time he 
was a baby just by allowing them to hold 
him in their arms. He was born near Lesser 
Slave Lake, but he's lived all over North 
America. For the last three years, he has 
lived in Manitoba where he is the Medicine 
Man at Seven Sisters (near Winnipeg). His 
son Lewis says he is old enough to have 
gone to Lac Ste. Anne by wagon. “The old 
people said it was a gathering place before it 
was a pilgrimage site. This was a long time 
ago, before the Europeans came here - 
maybe in the 1400s. Natives camped along 
the lake for berry picking and to hold cere- 
monies in the area. One day, two old ladies 
were out in the camp walking along the 
shore. They saw a vision. They identified 
the spirit as a woman. The spirit woman 
talked to them. The women were elderly 
and they were having problems with their 
legs. The spirit woman told them if they 
came to the water, the water would heal 
them. They went knee-deep. The spirit 
woman was middle-aged, although, in spirit 
form she looked much younger. She told 
them she was a grandmother who had come 
to help them with their healing. If they 
came and did the ceremonies every year in 
the afternoon and went into the water and 
washed themselves and prayed, they would 
be healed. They did so, and they were 
healed. They told the elders what hap- 
pened. From then on, people went to the 


water, took the water and it healed them. 

Year after year they returned. Word 
spread, and for many years, people came 
from all over on horseback. It took some of 
them months to get there. As the years went 
by, they continued to do so and Christianity 
became involved. The Christians saw that 
the Natives gathered there and it became 
their target. Under the false pretence of 
friendship, the priests got introduced to the 

people and were accepted. Large numbers 
of people eventually came. The priests said 
‘we'll stay here and watch this place for you' 
when the Natives went on their hunting 
trips. They stayed on to convert the 'sav- 
ages,’ and they were able to take over." Don 
says that the Lac Ste.Anne Pilgrimage has 
now been left to the Christians. 

Father Camille Piché is with the Oblates, 
Catholic missionaries originally from 
France. He continues the story of Lac Ste. 
Anne from the Catholic perspective: "We got 
involved here as a request to serve the 
Catholic people in western Canada. We 
sent a couple of priests to come west and 
begin that work. They came in 1842, and 
for a period of 9 to 10 years they came. 
They spent a month or two at a time, then 
they set up the first Catholic Mission in west- 
ern Canada at Lac Ste. Anne. It represents 


the very beginnings of the Catholic Church 
in western Canada. In 1845 the first 
Catholic Church in Alberta was erected also 
at Lac Ste Anne. The lake was a traditional 
gathering place for Natives at this time. It 
was a good site for the priests to set up in 
order to survive. Some of the Natives were 
already baptized Catholic. 

Some of ioe =~ nat: come to Lac Ste. 
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even vet tf they don't accept Christianity. They 


pray their own way." Most, however, are 
Christians. They are the descendents of 
Christian converts from all over Alberta and 
different parts of North America. There 
remains in them, however, a distinctly 
Native spirit that demands tradition even if 
it is in a bastardized form. Whereas in pre- 
vious times, Christians had fought to outlaw 


| any spiritual competition, they've now 


learned to accommodate it. Rodney 
Lawrence is from the Catholic Church. He's 


~.. the executive administrator for the 


Pilgrimage. He says, "There are spiritual ele- 
ments here that are naturally part of the 
Native people’s lives, so you'll hear drum 
songs that are actually hymns. It's beauti- 
ful; they do it in their own language and in 
their own way and those things find a home 
in the Catholic faith, the rituals are all 
incorporated together." Piché adds that "an 
effort has been made to have Catholic and 
Native spirituality work together. People 
come seeking healing in the form of a very 
modern vision quest within the Catholic 
Native tradition." 

While some Native traditionalists may 
find this disturbing, people like Veronica 
Marten and Eveline Francis are so steeped in 
both traditions that they find them insepa- 
rable. Veronica is a 58-year-old Cree, she 
goes there to pray for her deceased relatives. 
She's been coming since 1975. "I started 
going because my Mom encouraged me to. 
She was a strong Catholic, I am too. There 
is something about it. It gives you hope and 
great feeling. You see all these crutches on 
the walls in the shrine from people whose 
legs have been healed in the water. People 
that are sick, they go there. You've got to 
believe in it though. You go in the lake and 
they bless the water. A lot of people take 
holy water from there and they use it at 


home. | went to the lake with my late sister 
when she was alive, she prayed with the 
rosary for something, I'm not going to say 
what, but I got cured. I was not really a 
believer before then, but now I am. It's all 
about believing. Some people go just to buy 
things or to visit. It's okay. Everybody has 
their own interests.’ 

Emiline is 57. This wa 

Lake. She thinks the ke special, « 
well, Ji you. believe it,.it helps.you. When 
my son was six months old, he stopped 
breathing for about 20 minutes. | made my 
promise to the Creator to go there every 
year. He started breathing again. Charles 
will be 37 in September. Once you promise, 
you have to keep it, so many people believe 
in God. Some people in wheelchairs get up 
and start walking. You see all kinds of 
things, people hanging their canes there, 
everything. I don't go visit anybody. | just 
stay in the church by myself until they bless 
the water. Other members of the family go 
to buy stuff. I take holy water and a rock; | 
wash sick people in the holy water and the 
stone gets carried in my hand bag to protect 
me. I am Cree. All mixed nations go, but 
we all get along." 

Don Cardinal confirms that Native cul- 
ture is undergoing a revival right now, and 
that Natives are beginning to heal them- 
selves. He says many ceremonies like the 
Sundance, sweat lodges, medicine lodges, 
and more have survived religious persecu- 
tion and are being taught to other Natives 
in various places. Traditional naming cere- 
monies are even taking place again too. 
But how will this traditionalist revival play 
out with Christianity? Will it supersede it or 
will the two continue to blend together? 
Perhaps something new will emerge from 
the two. Cardinal says that many Native 
tribes tell old stories about Jesus Christ hav- 
ing come to Turtle Island (North America) 
first as a vision, then in the flesh, long 
before the Europeans came. The Mormons 
tell a similar story. The Natives called him 
Spirit Brother. To the comfort of many of 
them at Lac Ste. Anne, Spirit Brother he 
remains. 


s her 36th year at 


- Brian Welling 


Like the office watercooler 
the shipboard water bar- 
rel—the scuttiebutt=0 vas a 


social meeting place and 
the center of shipboard gos- 
sip and rumor. So today, the 
latest scuttlebutt is figura 
tively “the latest rumor.” The 
literal sense is Standard, as 
iS its figu 
but nal and Oratorica 
uses 


ative sense in all 
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SCUTTLEBUTT: To engage 
in or spread gossip: blab, 
gossip, noise, rumor, talk, 

tattle, whisper. 
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Joseph, 
he’s doing rt 
ag am —— 
may be we do 
need to see 
a child 
psychologist... 


"When people ask: 
‘Do you believe in 
God?’ What they are 
really asking is do 
you believe in my 
vision of God." 


- Northrop Frye 


n Canada there are four prominent 

religions that hold monotheism as a 

central belief: Judaism, Christianity, 

Islam and Native Spirituality. All have 
their own sects, beliefs, and view of a 
higher power. Only three are related by 
common history and a history of blood. 

Native Spirituality has only one 
"Creator" of the world but also delves into 
animism and shamanism. Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam don't, but still have 
something that Native Spirituality doesn't. 
A common patriarch in Abraham, known 
to the followers of the Qu'ran as "people of 
the book." That is what makes the conflict 
between the last three so peculiar. 

David Rohl, a British archaeologist, 
believes that all three had their origins in 
the mountains separating Iraq and Iran, 
the place of the mythical "Garden of 
Eden". The name and word "Adam" means 
"Red Earth" not first man, as popularly 
believed. Part of his theory for this area 


being the birth place of all three religions 
is that Neolithic peoples in that region 
would coat their dead in ochre, a red dust, 
before placing them in the earth. Still the 
proof for the founder, outside of religious 
texts of Islam. Christianity and Judaism is 
even less clear. Abraham, to scientists who 
require empirical proof, is a myth. 

Myth or reality, all three religions 
claim to have diverged from Abraham 
and each other to claim priority. Abraham 
made the first Covenant with God by cut- 
ting a flap of flesh from his penis. "Cut my 
Covenant in your flesh." After that, God 
doesn't really seem to be willing to let the 
blood stop flowing. 

Judaism as a movement and culture by 
tradition begins with Moses. Leading an 
army of slaves from Egypt into a promised 
land, he became Judaism's second patri- 
arch. The traditional date for this event is 
1300 BCE, but historians and archaeolo- 
gists still debate it. Though the concept 
that the Jewish people originated from the 
conquered Haibiru of Lower Egypt 
enslaved by Upper Egypt has fallen from 
favour, there is still nothing much more 
concrete. 

Though the early Hebrews were said to 
be monotheistic, the written record in the 
Torah and the Old Testament implies oth- 
erwise. Every time some prophet turns up 
and looks around, another group of "cho- 
sen people" are worshiping a golden calf 
or false idol. Warning kings, smashing 
graven images and in one case throwing a 
woman from a tower, the prophets of the 
Old Testament have to keep their flock in 
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early texts, 
Qumran, never say there are no other 
gods. 

Either way, after getting the crap beat- 
en out of them, enslaved a few times and 
other indignities, the Jewish people 
become true monotheists by the time the 
Greeks, under Alexander the Great, take 
over their lands. Interesting side note: 
until Christianity gained favour under 
Rome, Alexander the Great was known as 
Alexander the Christ or Christos or 
“anointed one". 

The influence of Greek philosophy and 
science change elements of Judaic thought 
forever. Burton L. Mack ( not Bernie Mack 
of "Charlie's Angels: Full Throttle"), a pro- 
fessor of theology in his book "The Book Of 
Q" puts forward in layman's terms how 
the philosophy of such men as Diogenes 
brought forward the concept of poverty 
and humility into Hebrew priesthoods. 
This would pave the way for our next 
great influence and divergence from 
Abraham. 

By the time that the Romans conquer 
what would become known as "The Holy 
Land", Jewish-thought would lay the 
groundwork for Jesus Christ, the Son and 
embodiment of God. Jesus preaches that 
the God of the Jews is loving and peaceful. 
To show how much peace and love he has 
for mankind, God has Jesus nailed to sev- 
eral pieces of wood. More blood is spilled 
but that is just the start for an early 
Christian named Paul. 

Paul, formerly Saul, has a couple of 
epileptic fits on the roads of ancient 
Palestine and talks to Jesus Christ long 
after his death at the hands of the Romans 
and subsequent resurrection. These fits 
cause Saul, who made his living turning 
in Christians to Rome for execution, to 
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[from the god Vodun], religious 
beliefs and practices, African in 
origin and also held by certain 
Caribbean peoples, particularly 

in Haiti. Similar observances 
are found in Jamaica, under the 
name pocomania, and in parts 
of the United States and in the 
Guianas. The basic features of 
voodoo were brought by slaves 

from W Africa (particularly 

those from what is now Benin), 
where the name originated and 
where the religion is still prac- 
ticed. Voodoo contends that all 
of nature is controlled by spiri- 
tual forces which must be pla- 

cated through offerings and 

animal sacrifice; ecstatic 
trances and magical practices 
play an important 
role in its ritual 


become-a Christian and change his name 
to Paul. For this God, as he is the divine 


cuted Dy the Koman 


as well 

After this, God's next chosen people 
spend about 1500 years killing each other 
arguing over who Jesus really was and 
what he really said. At Nicea, in the early 
fourth century, several early gospels, like 
Infants | and II and the Book of 
Nicodemus are considered invalid. For cen- 
turies, mystics, Gnostics and others who 
don't acknowledge the superior divinity of 
the Holy See of Rome are hunted down 
and killed. Nestorians, Gregorians, 
Valentinians and Cathars, who all profess 
peace and love through Jesus, are killed in 
ghastly ways. Of course, even before they 
can be wiped out a new kid hits the neigh- 
bourhood, Mohammed: the prophet of 
Islam. 

In or around 622 CE, Mohammed ibn 
Abdullah starts hearing voices. Strangely 
enough these voices are actually the words 
of God or Allah as he calls Him (If this was 
to happen today they would give you 
medication. I know as this happens to 
me.). One of the things Allah instructs 
him to do is spread his word amongst the 
Semitic Arab people. The use of the sword 
and spilling blood is apparently Allah's 
preferred way as this is what his new fol- 
lowers do. 

Of course this leads to a centuries long 
war with Allah's other followers, the 
believers in Jesus as the great divergence 
of Abraham. The Jews get caught in the 
middle for several hundred years until 
both the followers of Islam (meaning 
"peace") and the Christians forget about 
each other and they both start killing 
Jews. This goes on until the twentieth cen- 
tury when everyone just starts killing 
everyone. 


- Dave Dutton Fraser 
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EVE 


Eve wandering Dream Jost and lusted through the garden 
Where is the snake? 


Has his colourful skin and tail shed away toypale moon 
Stivered night that pulses across your skin 

Like the scars youwsaut- to prove you arevalive 

Eve you are alive and shed your name.away 

You are romana be.a child Again eve 

forget about the time. the trucker leaned 

over to-peer‘at:yourname tag 

And Jingered over the-curves of your apple pie figure 
You tried-to-anderstand the cracks upon the ceiling 
Trapped under another sweaty Body 

And you-were-only trying to:-be-free 

Freedom comes front playing again In the garden 

Not losing yourself in the modern pressing ink 

Of words that you. forget the life of poetry 

The soul of yourand me is only a-brief flicker and:is gone 


Be young again not foolish.but young Take the joy. back 


FLOATING 


Lam floating on-a-take because... 


My canoeing skills. are inadequate. 
| have magical floating powers. 
I swallowed hot air. 
{am mostly at peace with the world. 


lam with my friends; people I love to be around. 


1 like being at camp. 


EMBARRASSMENT 
OF RICHES 


if, were a rich man 

strolling in my antique homburg 

red-satin foulard.about.my neck 
in-my-grey spats striped trousers andvest 
a moustache that is neat-trim-and dashing 


[say-if Lwere boulevarding 

along Rice-Howard Way then-crossing to 

fhe Avenue and-checking-out the park benches 
in-Churchill Square 


[say-ifT were rich and-decadent 
like’ those pen-and-ink characters by Grosz 
in post-war Berlin. or in’New Yorker cartoons 


if F were'so rich-that my wealth 
would double daily while sleep-I'd-go-up.to 
the mian-who With-one hand opens the door 


Hope lies in a box free her Time is caught in-a-box tet-him-go 
Youth is beating-firmly in your heart Laugh! Laugh} Laugh! 
Eve walks into a bar Looks you irr the eye, lights:a cigarette 
She is wearing real nice shoes: snakeskin 

Eve kicks them off, dances into the bar 

Sultry and Sexy out the door Into the rain Into the freedom 
Of writing her own damned stories. 


to Edmonton Centre for me and-with the other 
holds up’ Our Voice for me to buy for whatever 


- Moonlight Bay Centre 
small change 1.can spare 


Leaders in Training 


I say if 1 were that rich 

I'd stuff that man's pockets with $100 bills 
accept from him his stack of papers send him 
on his way and say, 


- Phillip Jagger 
not to worry 


if | were sensitive about his dignity 

and were sold on precepts of private enterprise 
My eyes dry out, I'm trying not to blink I'd peel out several dozen $50 bills, 
I'm trying not to think and see the blur 
Passengers sit, | want to fly 


Crows tease me and sit in their murder 


I'm offering to buy 
the balance of your newspapers 
will this much do? 


Everything slows with focus 

Nobody really-ever dies 3 if the deal goes through I'd say, 
=I catight the eyes of What coul@havebeen 

Hooked-awayrand teft it behind thank you 
—— cre = re and have a’gourmet lunch 
—-Warren Bjamason : Bose ss ome or a on me 


and-I'd-holdthe door open for him 
aS to-entér the Four Rodéms. Restaurant 


if he were’about my-size and height 

~ 9) cl'd-do-the Francis of Assisfroutinéon the spot 
exchange his shabbiness, for my tailored suit 
efor niy-chamois-volise and if the shoe fit 

5 for my Italian footwear 


‘ye dut nobbeing ric in anything 

‘but. goodwill towardsimem, next time} see him 
Tlsay as j-stop ab tie dodrdie fist opened wide 
eee = : Yond with-asmile 


2 thank you 
> I may-haye bought this issue 
you yestetddy,but !'ll Buy another 
/ fast in-case andione for.a friend 


but 


““Thdvé no mouth, Ty Ml-empty my;change purse 


P/V |) which most likely did not 


Vuitii 


VU LLPY | téuiis Munan 


eine 
tei 


SUBVERSES ee 


Fe OR a, 


Intended or serving to 
subvert, especially 
intended to overthrow or 
undermine an established 
government: 


“Sex and creativity are 
often seen by dictators 


as subversive activities” 


EricA JONG 


SVOICE <13> 


a RHUBARB 


| see now our fireside 
formed into a groupe, no 
one member of which has a 
fibre in their composition 
which can ever produce any 
jarring or jealousies among 
us. No irregular passions, 
no dangerous bias, which 
may render problematical 
the future fortunes and 
happiness of our 
descendants. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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Salmon 
Patties 


Ingredients: 

One can of salmon or equivalent 
amount of cooked or cured salmon 

One stalk of green onion - thinly sliced 
Two tablespoons of mayonnaise 

One skinned, roasted potato 

One cup of roasted yam 

One cup of bread crumbs 

Two cloves of garlic - minced 

Salt & Pepper 


Preparation: 


Mix all the ingredients (except bread 
crumbs) into a coarse mixture with a 
fork 

Form into one inch thick patties 
about three inches across 


7 


‘. 


Inexpensive meals that can 
be made in one pot or pan 


Dust both sides with bread crumbs 
and refrigerate for one hour 

Fry in butter and olive oil on medi- 
um-high heat, cooking both sides to a 
light brown 


nim 


Serve with a salad (with an olive 
oil/lemon juice vinaigrette) and 
steamed vegetables. 


A dipping/presentation sauce for 
salmon cakes can be made quickly 
using mayonnaise, fresh or dried dill, a 
squeeze of lemon juice and grainy mus- 
tard. 


-Warren Bjarnason 


MIBRE, FACTS 
"ALLA CIES 


Our Vice 


BBQ 2.0 


Throw ‘nother one 
on the ol’ barbee... 


Yes Children, it is that time of 
the year again. 


You got it, I'm talkin’ barbeee-que. 
Mmm-hmmm. 


The speedball of meat-eaters. 


This is the main time of the year when we 
sacrifice the sacred cow, the almighty chick- 
en and yes even the lowly wiener to the god 
of summer. The only time of the year where 
you barbeque as you yourself are being bar- 
bequed by the sun, the great grill of our 
solar system. 


I love this time of the year. 


This is the time of the year when meat 
eaters reign supreme and when the words, 


"T'll only have a salad" or "I'm a vegetarian,” 
causes the true barbequer to momentarily 
consider throwing said violators on the grill 
and speeding up the process of what the sun 
is going to do anyway. 


During summer, vegetables are relegated to 
where they belong, as a garnish. 


A very essential part of any decent bar- 
beque is, of course, marination. 


Step1: 


The night before the barbeque, marinate 
the meat in your favourite marinade. This 
can be your personal mixture handed down 
generation after generation, something you 
brewed up like a mad scientist or if you're a 
lazy-assed culinary barbarian it's something 
at the store. 


Step2: 


As important as marinating the meat is, 
one must not forget the marination*of the 
cook. You should mever*marinate the cook 
for too long a period of time as the individ- 
ual will undoubtedly regale you with tales 
of their cooking prowess as the meat incin- 
erates to the point of looking like a forest- 
fire victim. Beer tends to be the best for this 
type of marination ensuring that the cook 
will be decently tenderized for such an 
important purpose. 


Step3: 


Always! and I do mean always marinate 
the guests. This is so if any of the aforemen- 
tioned steps go south, they'll never notice. In 
fact, you could probably serve shoe leather 
and all concerned would think it was the 
best barbeque they've ever had. 


Retaining your position as barbeque 
God, forever and ever, Amen. 


- Bruce Fox 


10650 - w yte Avenue 
Phone: (780) 431-1778 
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The Fox’s Den 


Through 
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Keith Nolan 


riginally from Missanabie, 
Ontario, an Ojibway Cree Treaty 
native now living in Legal, 
Alberta. Keith went to Art 
School at Grant MacEwan College for 2 
years in the Fine Arts Program 1998-1999. 
Keith is presently studying at the PRO 
ARTS SCHOOL under the direction of Gene 


Prokop. To his credit, Keith has won the 
Peace Hills Trust National Native Art com- 
petition two years back to back (2001- 
2002). The feat has never been achieved 
before. Canadian Council for the Arts in 
part of its Art Bank Collection. 


Keith's Art Work 


his painting tells the story of the 
feathers (The Lesson of the 
Feathers). It took 3 months to 
complete, oil on canvas 24" X 36". 
Keith's dream is to have a one man show 


IBRE, FACTS 
‘ALLACIES 


at the E.A.G. Words of advice for begin- 
ners or novice artists: Art is a form of emo- 
tion which is expressed through the eyes of 
the artist. Paint what you see, Intuitively 


you will know what to paint because it 


Florence Shone 


lorence is thirty-five and born in 
Pincher Creek, Alberta - raised in 
Edmonton of Peigan Blackfoot 
nation. Florence's artistic interest 
piqued in the last year of U of A while she 
was enrolled in the Native Studies 
Program. She took art class at the U of A 


Your Guess is as Good as Mine 


Dear Your Guess: 


have been hearing the buzzword 

"Spirituality" a lot lately and have 

been interested in the concept for 

some time; however, I have become 
very frustrated whenever I try to find a 
clear definition of what spirituality is. It's 
not that I'm not able to find anyone to tell 
me about spirituality (several of my close 
friends claim to be spiritual), it's just that I 
can't find any two people who have the 
same definition of what spirituality is. 
How can so many people claim to be fol- 
lowing the same religion and not be able 
to even agree on what it is that they 
believe in? If you can shed any light onto 
this subject for me, I would really appreci- 


ate it. 
- Looking for the Path 


Dear Looking: 


et me start off by giving a small dis- 

claimer. The topic of religion and 

spirituality is too large of a scope to 

be dealt with in a simple column. 
Please do not take the views and informa- 
tion that I give here to be the final, or all- 
inclusive, word on the topic. 

I am going to start off by saying that 
Spirituality is not a religion. Before a belief 
system can be considered a religion, it must 
meet several criteria. Generally, a belief sys- 
tem must explain creation (were we come 
from), what happens when we die; it must 
contain moral codes, and there must be a 
supernatural being or force (one or many) 
that is responsible for our existence. 

Spirituality is not a religion, as it does 
not tell us how we were created, or what will 
happen to us when we die. Spiritualists do 
not have a set god that they worship, nor do 
they have a set list of morals to follow. 

So, if spirituality is not a religion, what 
is it? Well, spirituality is a blanket title that 
is being used to describe a belief that is 
expressed in different ways by each individ- 


which was only a one semester class. She 
kept doing her art at her own pace as 
away of expressing her inner feeling. The 
last five years, entering art exhibits spon- 
Art Walk, and 


sored by Peace Hills Trust 


ai (Blackfoot Woman) to Coyote Kids 


Program run by the Bent Arrow 
Traditional Healing Society. It was won by 
Lois Hole, Alberta Lieutenant Governor. 
Foundation of Arts owns one of her paint- 
ings from the World Games called "The 
Gathering" at the Native Friendship 
Centre. Florence's main medium is acrylic 
in canvas. Long term goal is to keep 
painting and further developing her artis- 


tic ski 
ic skills - Kevin Fox 


ual who follows it. The core belief that is 
common to all spiritualists is that all things 
are connected. What I do to myself will 
affect those people and things (birds, plants, 
animals, rocks, insects, etc.) around me. 
What I do to others with affect not only 
them and the things around them, but 
myself as well. With this belief in mind, the 
spiritualist tries to live in harmony with 
nature and those around him/her. It is a 
very simple belief, but a very difficult life to 
follow. 

Many individuals who want to lead a 
"spiritual life" do not want to be bound by 
the constraints of organized religion. 
Therefore, they will often borrow beliefs, 
guidelines on how to live, from many differ- 
ent religions. Such religions often include 
the eastern (oriental) beliefs, the religions of 
North America's First Nations and the old, 
pre-Christian religions of Western Europe 
such as Wicca. 

The simplest answer to your question is 
this: Spirituality is the conscious attempt to 
live within nature and society while mini- 
mizing the harm caused to self, others and 
nature; while, at the same time striving for 
continued betterment of self (mind, body 
and attitude). However, if you ask someone 
else, you may get a different answer. 


- Damon Younglove 


FANTASTICAL EF. 


Nothing can be more 
delicate without being 
fantastical, nothing more 
firm and based in nature 
and sentiment, than the 
courtship and mutual car- 
riage of the sexes. 


RALPH WALDO EMERSON 


SVOICE <15> 


ey REPUBLIC 


| despair of the Republic! 
Such dreariness, such 
whining sallow women, 
such utter absence of the 
amenities, such crass food, 
crass manners, crass 
landscape!!... What a horror 
it is for a whole nation to be 
developing without the 
sense of beauty & eating 
bananas for breakfast. 


EpitH WHARTON 


<16> “VOICE 


VENDOR 
Vox Populi VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 


have known many people throughout 

my life who have undergone major 

healing transformations. Whatever their 

individual circumstances, though, they 
all share at least one thing in common; 
each of their experiences has involved one 
form or another of spirituality. Spirituality 
can present itself in innumerable forms. It 
can be Christian or Confucian, Janist or 
Jewish. It may involve yoga or witchcraft, 
sweet grass or sweet sex. It may be mystical 
or musical; it could be a liberating break- 
through facilitated by some drug, or it could 
be an emancipating rejection of all drugs. It 
could involve an organized religion or be so 
deeply personal that one hesitates to even 
try to describe it to others. 

Every person's problems are to some 
extent unique, so the spiritual direction that 


eh oR 


each person 1 

one degree or another, one of a kind 
Joshua (not his real name) and Anna are a 
case in point. They come from very different 
backgrounds, encountered some of the same 
troubles and some very different ones. Now 
each of them is managing to come through 
those difficulties after having embarked on 
a spiritual path - but what different paths 
they are! 

Joshua is 42. Three years ago, he had a 
good job, a house, he was playing music 
and doing charity work; everything was 
going pretty well. But there was something 
he needed to explore. "I met a woman who 
allowed me all my {sexual} fantasies and | 
took advantage of that. I succumbed to my 
humanness... I lost my focus on my music 
and my direction. | made the choice to be 
distracted. A friend opened a business in the 
inner city. We'd play chess and play music, 
smoke the odd joint, but one day he intro- 
duced me to crystal meth." Joshua tried it 
but then stayed away from it for a year. He 
couldn't resist it forever though, so eventual- 
ly he presented it to the woman in his life. 
"You can stay up for days on crystal meth. 
It's great for sex; but you suffer psychosis, 
paranoia and anxiety." Unfortunately, 
Joshua and his partner became hooked. 
They crossed the line from inter-dependence 
to co-dependence, by way of unhealthy 
dependencies on sex and crystal metham- 
phetamine (speed). 

Joshua would visit his friend regularly at 
the crack house where he lived with prosti- 
tutes. "We met a lot of wonderful charac- 
ters stuck in that rut of drugs and the sex 
trade. Some of the girls were incredible 
singers and songwriters. 1 sang with them. 
| justified using to be near them because if | 
didn't use, they'd suspect me of being a narc 
(an undercover narcotics officer). I didn't 
live with them but I came back to get high 
on crack and meth on a bi-weekly, then 


weekly basis. I knew it would become daily 
if I didn't stop. I had a house paid for, a 
vehicle almost paid for, and my bills almost 
caught up. In the end I almost lost every- 
thing." 

Then there came a turning point. "My 
girlfriend was using all the time without me 
knowing and [she was] having sex with 
other people. I caught her lying. I had paid 
all her debts and had not slept for a week. | 
grabbed her neck and assaulted her. My 
actions disgusted me. I couldn't fathom that 
violence coming out of me." Joshua was 
thrown in jail, then given two years proba- 
tion. He went to Henwood (treatment cen- 


ter) and voluntarily took an anger manage- 
ment course. "People show outward anger 
toward others but ultimately they are angry 
with themselves. That's why they are abus- 
ing themselves. Once you accept yourself, 
you do something about it - then it's a 
whole new ball game." The experience woke 


me up. I was born with the knowledge of 
spirituality. I lost it, now I am finding it 
again." 

But Joshua's form of spirituality is not 
very conventional. Raised a Roman 
Catholic, he eventually began to question 
Christian dogma and explore other reli- 
gions. Today he has his own philosophy. "I 
have several angels watching over me, there 
is a parallel universe that envelops this one. 
We either work in conjunction with that par- 
allel universe or we're out of synch with it." 

The angels must be close by, indeed. 
After recently receiving word that he has 
secured a publishing deal for his song-writ- 
ing, Joshua's life is once again in synch. 
Now he jokes, "I could never understand 
people who say they've found God. | didn't 
know God was ever lost to begin with." 

But finding God is no laughing matter 
for 49-year-old, Anna Mitchell, because it 


EPUBLIC 


saved her life. Joshua definitely got a 
glimpse of hell, but Anna's stay there began 
even before she was born. Her mother had 
already given birth to her cousin's child. 
Now she was attached to a man she was not 
related to, and she was determined not to let 
anything come between her and her new 
love, not even the new baby growing inside 
of her. "My mother was jealous of me," 
Anna says. "She told me later that when 
she was pregnant with me, she would try to 
kill me by falling on me. 

At six months of age, Anna's father tried 
to rape her vaginally. It just continued from 
there. "There was always inappropriate 
touching. He was always trying to stick his 
privates in my face or bottom. Both my par- 
ents just wanted to destroy me." Anna also 
had incestuous relations with her mother 
and other members of the family. The 
abuse was not just sexual. At the age of 
two, Anna's father beat her from head to 


toe. Then at four years old a doctor decided 
(incorrectly) that she was developmentally- 
delayed. "I just remember the look on my 
Dad's face. It was as if to say, you're gonna’ 
get it now!" If that isn't bad enough, Anna 
was introduced to a sex cult at five and did- 
n't leave it until she was eight. "All I ever 
knew was hate and abuse. There was no 
love in the home, only screaming and 
yelling. I don't know what it is to be loved 
by a family. They always said ‘you're no 
good, you'll never amount to anything.” 

Not surprisingly, when Anna was 17, she 
tried to get away. She married someone she 
hoped would take her out of it. He raped 
her on their wedding night. "Iwo weeks 
after | found out I was pregnant with our 
son, he left me for a stripper. I decided 1 
wasn't going to feel. We broke up. I started 
going to the bar. I became a prostitute at 19. 
I had no self-esteem. ‘What good am |?’ | 


thought. I charged $20 per trick." Anna 
was a hooker for a year, and then tried com- 
mitting suicide with pills. "I couldn't cope or 
think properly. My Mother started going to 
AA [Alcoholics Anonymous]. | tried to get 
her approval by going as well." It was there 
that Anna was first introduced to God, but 
only partially. "I'd go into treatment centres 
and come out and go into bars. One day, | 
was so desperate; I was hurting and crying 
and alone. I said 'Oh God, help me.' | felt 
hopeless. An older lady that was there 
asked ‘do you want to give your life to the 
Lord?’ 'T'll have to think about it, | said.’ 
'No. Either do it or don't’, she said, and I did 
it. The room just lit up!" 

Anna fell back into her addictions many 
times, but she started paying more attention 
at the AA meetings. Five years later, she 
was still living in abusive relationships, but 
she stumbled upon Pastor Michael Hinger at 
Central (Pentecostal Tabernacle). "I was try- 
ing to get a colour TV from him. He said: 
‘We're starting a new Christian Community 
Church. Do you want to join?’ I said yes 
just to shut him up. | didn't go for three 
months. . Finally, | went to Central, then to 
Christian Community.You_ have no idea 
how sick I was. Pastor Mike Was*the.first 
man I ever trusted. I cried every service and 
God kept loving me. I didn't listen. 1 said 
Into 1TTS 


Anna underwent ‘deliverance’ (exorcisms) to 
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fed me. i dove rign 


get ‘demons' out of her almost everyday for 


five years. "I ued to a 
whiskey and a cases everyday. I've 


beensdry"for seven years. When you've 
come out of dysfunction you don't have it in 
you to heal. Most people want to stay in 
their safe little world. God gave me the 
desire to heal. People stay in their dysfunc- 
tion because they don't want to look at 
where they came from. It's painful, I'll be 
taking a Cleansing Stream course through 
the church to help people like myself." 

Anna's spirituality may in some ways be 
traditional or conventional, but that doesn't 
matter to her; what matters is that it works. 
"God showed me that he loved me. He's 
teaching me respect, morals. No one is 
going to touch me until we're married. I've 
had two failed marriages. My first husband 
was mentally ill, my second was a 
pedophile; all the men in my life have been 
sexually ill. Someday, if it's God's will, I'll 
remarry. He's taken sexual desire away and 
if God's willing he'll bring it back when it's 
time. | started to like who I am and no - 
one’s going to take that away. I don't need 
a man, my four cats are teaching me about 
tenderness and gentleness." 

Anna used to use weight to protect her- 
self, as well as booze. "I lost 110 Ibs in the 
past two years. I used food to soothe my 
pain. | ate three or four bowls of popcorn or 
sandwiches or whatever, whenever | started 
to feel something. At church functions I'd 
eat the whole table! Then I got chest pains 
and God said 'this is what's going to happen 
to you if you don't lose weight.’ He walked 
me through it. I used to want to be unat- 
tractive. Now God has taught me about 
respect and I have nothing to worry about." 
Amen to that. 

-Brian Welling 


me ee rn re nem cr re er meng een etme 


| 
| 


VENDO 


Vendor of 
the Month 


John Zapantis 


oing top speed over a field, jumping 

high over a barbed wire fence riding a 

vintage motorcycle is how Our Voice 

vendor John Zapantis views freedom. 
Many of us have fantasized about being Steve 
McQueen heroically attempting to escape from 
bad guys like he did in the movie the Great 
Escape. John Zapantis uses it as a metaphor for 
life. "My whole life is a Great Escape,” says 
Zapantis, who usually writes the Vendor of the 
Month column about other vendors. Now, it's 
John's turn. 

John started selling the paper in 
December/96 when a friend asked him if he 
was interested. He considered the friend a rival 
at the time, so resisted at first. Soon after, he 
was drawn into the light and has never looked 
occ ann 1 was 
removed by mall security. T returned under 
much more auspicious (erms-Wwiieiie covered. 

for Our Voice as a mits sev- 
eral mo Albert 
Mayor, Richard Plain and we also discussed an 
expansion of Our Voice vendors into St. Albert, 
which he readily agreed to," says Zapantis. 

John says that life is about learning things 
from other people. "A German fellow named 
Len who was famous in the vendor community 
for giving out $50 bills told me a great story 
about an experience he had when he came to 
Canada as a young immigrant. He was laying 
cement for a driveway when he noticed that his 
boots had become a permanent fixture in the 
cement. I guess the moral of the story is that 
there's always a way out no matter how stuck 
you feel. Len gave me $100 after telling me 
that story.” 

John doesn't look at Our Voice as just a 
paper, but as a personal challenge to get people 
on the Our Voice train; including writing and 
selling the paper and getting the general public 
connected with the paper and what it stands 
for. 

"Don't judge a book by its cover because 
you don't know what you'll find when you 
open that book," says Zapantis, "Our Voice is 
primarily a voice for the people. It is also a dis- 
tinct voice for vendors who will always have a 
voice." 

What drives a man like John Zapantis? He 
has published articles and poems in 11 differ- 
ent publications, but views his regular columns 
in Our Voice as his principle writing focus. He 
started writing for Our Voice in August/95. 
John attributes his father, a 1951 Greek Golden 
Gloves champ, as his main inspiration to be a 
good person in life. "He taught me never to 
steal and to work toward my dreams. He 
focused on his goals and that makes me want 
to achieve like he did. My Mom is also an inspi- 
ration because she has always been morally 
supportive and has taught me to be myself. 
Whenever there was a problem, she was 
always there, unconditionally," says Zapantis. 

This Vendor of the Month column is dedi- 
cated to the parents of John Zapantis, who 
raised a fine son. 

-Warren Bjarnason 
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People’s 
Columnist 


The Art Walk 


e sun beamed down brightly, like 
one giant spotlight, over the heads of 
over 166 visual artists in helping to 
kick off the 8th annual Whyte Avenue 

Art Walk along both sides of Whyte Avenue 
from101st Street to 108th Street in Edmonton. 


The Whyte Avenue Art Walk was a three 
day event that went on from July 11th, 12th 
and 13th 2003. This year the event expand- 
ed an additional 3 blocks more than the last 
seven Art Walks held in previous years. 

The Whyte Avenue Art Walk, is a promo- 
tional event that helps aspiring and estab- 
lished artists maintain personal contacts 
with the public, while demonstrating their 
progressive skills and creative art works, in 
an effort to market and establish a local 
clientele in the Edmonton area. 

The Art Walk presented an array of artists 
who displayed and honed their skills show- 
ing a wide selection of artistic works. Artists 
included: face painters, caricature artists, 
stone sculptors, portrait artists, photogra- 
phers, jewellers, abstract artists and other 
artists. 

Susanne Loutas is a full-time portrait 
artist. She specializes in soft pastels. She does 
real-life paintings of people and animals. 
The gifted artist was painting a cowboy 
accompanied by a horse. It was an inspiring 
piece from her experiences while attending a 
rodeo in the City of St. Albert. 

The productive artist is a member of the 
Studio Gallery in Grandin Mall in St. Albert. 
She also had her art works successfully 
shown at the Sussex Gallery in Edmonton 
(now closed) for a two-year period. This was 
Susanne's fifth year as a participant of the 
Art Walk Her love for art was inspired at age 
seven by her mother, a portrait artist. Soon 
she would sacrifice her career for family obli- 
gations while married to her husband in the 
military who always moved the family 
around as an inherent element of military 
life. 

When Susanne was in elementary school 


Artists (Left ot Right): Diana Nahorney, Susanne Loutas and Dan Glen 
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in grade three, she had a passion for draw- 
ing horses, and beautiful women. She says, 
When I was in grade three, | became inter- 
ested in horses and did nothing but draw 
horses for quite a few years, also people 
especially beautiful ladies. I lived in a fanta- 
sy world, because of the constant moving we 
did." Susanne also found the Art Walks 
streets and commercial environment a real 
challenge. She says, "I think the Old 
Strathcona area is unique. The area dares 
artists to bring out their abilities and expand 
at their way of working." 

Sharon Hazen is a painter of various 
mediums and styles. This was Sharon's sec- 
ond year as a participant of the Art Walk. 
She was first inspired to paint while a student 
in junior high and was inspired by the Great 
Masters. Sharon had a variety of art pieces 
on display including: landscapes, building 
scenes, abstracts, flowers and a wide assort- 
ment of art cards. 

Her passion for art is also naturally 
absorbed by her romance with Canada's 
beautiful wilderness terrain. She says, ‘I 
think we live in one of the most beautiful 
areas in the world. I want to convey that in 
my paintings. The connection between man 
and nature is a beautiful and tenuous one. If 
I see that spark re-kindled with the viewer, | 


know I have achieved my objective." 

Diana Nahorney is a caricature artist. 
She exaggerates her drawings for humorous 
effects. One of her more eye-captivating 
paintings happened to be a lion. It took 
Diana two days to paint this caricature. This 
was Diana's second year as a participant of 
the Art Walk. She first started painting when 
she volunteered to teach art at a high school 
where she was once employed as a teacher. 
While a teacher, she developed an interest 
for art. She realized soon that art was to take 
its place as her first love. The Art Walk has 
allowed Diana many visual advantages 
from a marketing perspective. She says, "I 
like to show my art work to people. I enjoy it 
when they appreciate my art. They'll walk by 
and make comments and say, isn't it cute, or 
isn't that caricature funny, or that makes me 
laugh. That's kind of neat to hear people say 
that." 

The 8th annual Art Walk was a giant 
success, once again, thanks to the kind sup- 
porters, businesses and major sponsors who 
allowed many talented artists the exposure 
needed to sell their works. Especially a sin- 
cere thank you to those original founding 
members of the Art Walk: Paint Spot Owner 
and Operator David Bradley and business 
friend Tim Holt. Without their input to help 
artists get the exposure needed, this unique 
event would have never become a reality for 
many struggling artists. 

I'd also like to thank my new Our Voice 
Managing Editor, Warren Bjarnason for his 
moral support and "Patience" in editing my 
stories. I wish him the best of success in issues 
to come. Welcome aboard Warren. 


- John Zapantis 
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No republic is more real 
than that of letters, and | am 
the last in principles, as | am 
the least in pretensions to 
any dictatorship in it. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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Sy SOOTHSAYER 


Soothsayer. Beware the 
Ides of March. Caesar. 
He is a dreamer. Let us 
leave him. Pass. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
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LEO (July 23rd - August 22nd) 

Planetary alignment leads to a showdown in 
your financial houses. There could be a lot of 
activity in this area, some of which you will be 
able to control and some of which you will not. 
The stoic approach will help you to maintain 
your equilibrium as you strive to distinguish 
that which is within your sphere of influence 
from that which is outside it. 


VIRGO (August 23rd - September 22nd) 

If you say "A bright future is unfolding from my 
present experiences" aloud, you could impress 
people with your optimism or annoy them with 
your sarcasm. Impress or annoy, the impact of 
those verbs lies with them. All you really need to 
worry about is how well you're going to live your 
life. The epitaph "Only be thou strong and of 
good courage" features some fortifying words to 
live by from beyond the grave. 


LIBRA (September 23rd - October 22nd) 

August can be seductive with its idyllic tone of 
calm. For many though, perhaps yourself as 
well, it's the rest before the roar. While relax- 
ation is important, don't be reclusive. Gear up 
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SCORPIO (October 23rd - November 21st) 
Although it remains a mystery to the scores of 
people who know you, there is some possibility 
of understanding your mental functioning 
processes. You yourself are drawing closer to 
enlightenment on this obscure subject. Keep 
working at it. Eat raspberries. 


SAGITTARIUS (November 22nd - December 21st) 
On August 12th, 1903, the Columbian Senate 
rejected a treaty with the United States that 
would have seen the construction of a canal 
through its territory. Two-and-a-half months 
later, a rebellion was staged with the backing of 
the United States that led to the creation of the 
Republic of Panama. One hundred years later, 
self-serving subversive disregard still abounds. In 
the midst of a fever pitch of distracting sight and 
sound, we must still keep our eyes and ears open 
for the threat, coiled and ready to strike. You 
Sagittarius, the Archer, could be in the advance 
guard. Use wisdom as the positive expression of 
your energy to mark the path, straight as an 
arrow, to the truth. 


CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 19th) 
Be aware that the misuse of your sign's energy 
results in a dictatorial, overbearing and inflexi- 
ble approach to work. If you are an old cam- 
paigner of the advertising industry and you 
adhere to the prevailing view on the manipula- 
tion of gender identities, i.e. methodically 
exhaust them through the apparatus of want to 
incubate delicate blood-diamond gods & god- 
desses... stay tuned for an update. 
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AQUARIUS (January 20th - February 18th) 
Pursuit of that temporary rush that makes 
everything feel all right is prodigal. It will 
deplete your time, social standing and self- 
respect. You might place differing values on 
these but simultaneous withdrawals on all three 
accounts will leave you overdrawn. From that 
point it's a short trip from the penthouse to the 
outhouse. To quote the Average White Band, 
"pick up the pieces" while you still have the 
wherewithal to put them back together. 


PISCES (February 19th - March 20th) 

August could be a confusing month for you as 
competing factions vie for your support. Go off 
alone to facilitate the distillation of your 
thoughts and energies. Don't be like Edward 
Lear's Old Man of Corfu. He never knew what he 
should do; so he rushed up and down, till the 
sun made him brown, that bewildered Old Man 
of Corfu. 


ARIES (March 21st - April 19th) 

Unburden and rejuvenate yourself by taking 
your vacation away from home. During your 
respite you will have time for reflection. If you 


sit on your options for a while. By the end of 
September you should know what you 
need/want to do. Your affirmation for the month 
is "I can allow myself to rest and relax." 


TAURUS (April 20th - May 20th) 
Enervated by your tragic empty page, you think 
you can't be dying because you have too far to 
fall. You also think "I'll miss me but I'll pour me 
another just the same." How do you figure that? 
Instead of building bridges you're flying on 
Icarus wings fueled by one good drop of poison. 
After the fall another drinking song will be your 
wake anthem. 


GEMINI (May 21st - June 20th) 

John Updike observed "A healthy male adult 
bore consumes each year one-and-a-half times 
his own weight in other people's patience." If 
you're feeling obese, unwelcome and lonely try 
cutting out all self-importance from your diet 
and reducing your seriousness intake by fifty 
percent. You might also consider - instead of 
applying your training as a numerical taxono- 
mist to the study of Middle Earth in your spare 
time - glazing mini-sculptures of navel lint to 
sell down at the Farmers’ Market. 


CANCER (June 21st - July 22nd) 

Careful... it'll come to you. Mind you don't has- 
ten it by eating three-bean salsa and mixing 
your drinks. That'll just exacerbate your fum- 
bling as you struggle with your mask amidst the 
cries of "GAS, GAS, GAS" and the pang at the 
songbird-thump-on-the-picture-window-end-of- 
summer blues (or is it in September, when that 
scourge of the avian world, overripe berries, 
makes every third tree a comforting pub where 
the fowl may stop to obliviate the tedium?). 


Landlord and Tenant 
Advisory Board 


Call 496-5959 if . | 
Call if you area Some topics on 
landlord or a the information 
tenant that needs: line include: 
e Advice in residential e General Information 
tenancy matters ¢ Laws and Tips 
¢ Mediation in e Security Deposits 
a residential e Starting a Tenancy 
tenancy dispute * Agreements 
e Education courses ¢ Inspection 
or workshops Reports & 
e To purchase the Security Deposits 
Question & Answer ¢ Resolving Disputes 


Booklet or Forms 
e Free Landlord and 
Tenant fact sheets 


e Notices 


Find information fast using 
The Landlord and Tenant Information 
Line 24 hours a day. Call 496-5959; press 
2, then press 1 and 
follow the instructions. 
City of Edmonton, Landlord and Tenant Advisory Board 
Main Floor Chancery Hall 
#3 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
(Corner of 102A Avenue and 99 Street) 
Edmonton, AB T5j 2C3 
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| RBC Dominion 
| Securities 


#2300. 10155-102 St. 
Edmonton, AB 

T5J 2P4 | 

Ph. 944-8857 
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ROBERT P CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 


Barristers and Solicitors 
11450-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 | 


General Practise of Law 


HITCH Pex (09) 496-4600 
WAREHOUSE 


John Reil 


17220 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 
1-800-661-7557 
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DOOR PRIZES!! 
Tuesday, August 19th 
upper 6 PM 
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EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


For the Inner City 


> Casual Labour 

> Life Management Skills Training 

> Career Counseling 

» Resumé & Cover Letter Preparation 

> Job Interview Skills 

> Internet Training 

> H2S Training (limited funding available) 


> WHMIS/Standard First Aid Training 


All services offered at no cost! 


CASUAL LABOUR 


“Pay the worker - 
NOT the broker” 


Minimum hourly rate - $8.00 
Minimum 4 hours per day 


Workers available 7 days a week, 24 hours a day 
Bookings taken within work hours 

Mon-Thurs: 7am-2pm 

Fri: 7am-noon 


Need someone to help with... 


» Yard Work/Snow Removal 

» Loading/Unloading 

> Decorating — internal/external 
> Cleaning - domestic/industrial 
» Manufacturing 

>» General Labour 


All services offered at no cost! 


BISSELL CENTRE 


Telephone: 424-4385 
Or 
Casual Labour program for women at 
Elizabeth Fry Society of Edmonton 


Telephone: 421-1175 ext 22 
Mon-Fri 7pm-3pm 


New and 
Bissell Centre's Gently- Used 
Thrift Shoppes Fashi ons 

plus..... 


© furniture® home goods 
© jewellery® collectibles 


8818 118 Ave © antiques 
471-6644 


9232 34 Ave the best qual ity 


440-1883 


— lowest prices 


We are 100% non-profit 
and locally owned 
No GST ever 


ce tees ALL PROFITS SUPPORT THE PROGRAMS 


anc oren seven AND SERVICES OF BISSELL CENTRE 
IN EDMONTON’S INNER CITY 


DAYS A WEEK 
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The history of the genesis or the Space and light and order. 


old mythology repeats itself in Those are the things that men 
the experience of every child. need just as much as they need 
He too is demon or god thrown bread or place to sleep. 

into a particular chaos, where 

he strives ever to lead things - Le Corbusier 


from disorder into order. 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson 


Order is Heaven's first law. 


In my youth I stressed - Alexander Pope 
freedom and in my old 
age I stress order. I 
have made that great 
discovery that liberty is 
a product of order. 


The mind cannot 
support moral 
chaos for long. 
Men are under as 
strong a 
compulsion to 
invent an ethical 
setting for their 
behavior as spiders 
are to weave 
themselves webs. 


- Will Durant 
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stressed freedom 3 
and in my old age 

I stress order. I 

have made that 

great discovery 

that liberty is a 

product of order. 


- John Dos Passos 


- Will Durant 


Here the skeptic 
finds chaos and 
the believer 
further evidence 
that the hand 
that made us 


Progress 
everywhere 


today does 
divine. ) 
seem to 
zs come so 
- Robert Moses ‘ 
very heavily 
S disguised as 
§ chaos. 
Chaos was the =) - Joyce 
law of nature; a Grenfell 
Order was the 
dream of man. 
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. Human 
In all chaos life itself 
there is a may be 
cosmos, in all almost 
disorder a pure 
secret order. chaos. 
- Carl Jung - Katherine 


Anne Porter 
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